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To the Abbot 


Conſtantinople, May 29. O. S. 
13 AVE had the advantage of very 


fine weather all my journey; and as the 

ſummer is now in its beauty, I enjoy the 
pleaſure of fine proſpects; and the mea- 
dows being full of all forts of garden flow- 
ers, and {ſweet herbs, my berlin perfumed 
the air as it preſſed them, The Grand 
Signior {urnithed us with thirty covered 
waggons for our baggage, and five coaches 
of the country for my women. We found 
the road full of the great ſpahis and their 
equipages coming out of Aſia to the war. 
They always travel with tents ; bur I choſe 
to ly in houſes all the way. I will not 
trouble you with the names of the villages 
we paſſed, in which there was nothing re- 
markable, but at Ciorlei, where there was 
a conac, or little ſeraglio, built for the uſe 
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of the Grand Signior, when he goes this 
road. I had the curioſity to view all the 
apartments deſtined for the ladies of his 
court. They were in the midſt of a thick 
grove of trees made freſh by fountains ; 
but I was moſt ſurpriſed to ſee the walls 
almoſt covered with little diſtiches of Turk- 
iſh verſe, wrote with pencils. I made my 
interpreter explain them to me, and | found 
ſeveral of them very wel! turned; tho' I ea- 
fily believed him, that they had loft much 
of their beauty in the tranſlation. One was 
literally thus ia Engliſh : 


We come into this world, we lodge, and we 
depart : 
He never goes that's lodg'd within my heart. 


The reſt of our journey was through 
fine painted meadows, by the fide of the 
ſea of Marmora, the ancient Propontis. 
We lay the next night at Selivrea, ancient- 
ly a noble town. It is now a good ſea- 
port, and neatly built enough, and has a 
bridge of thirty two arches. Here 1s a 


famous ancient Greek church. I had gi- 


ven one of my coaches to a Greek lady, who 
deſired the conveniency of travelling with 
me; ſhe deſigned to pay her devotions, and 
I was glad of the opportunity of going with 
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Rer. I found it an ill- built edifice, ſet out 
with the ſame ſort of ornaments, but leſs 


rich, as the Roman-catholic chucches. 
They ſhewed me a ſaint's body, where I 

Z threw a piece of money; and a picture of 
the Virgin Mary, drawn by the hand of St 
Luke, very little to the credit of his paint- 
of ing; but, however, the finelt Madona of 


Italy is not more famous for her miracles, 


The Greeks have a monſtrous taſte in their 
> pictures, which, for more finery, are always 


drawn upon a gold 1 You may 


imagine what a good air this has; but 


they have no notion either of ſhade or 
proportion. They have a bithop here, 
> who officiated in his purple robe, and ſent 
me a candle almoſt as big as myſelt for a 
= preſent, when I was at my lodging. We 


lay that night at a town called Bujut 


. Cekmege, or Great Bridge; and the night 
ö b following, at Kujuk Cekmege, or Little 
= Bridge, in a very pleaſant lodging, for- 
merly a monaſtery of Derviſes, having be- 
fore it a large court, encompaſſed with 
= marble cloiſters, with a good fountain in 
the middle. The proſpect from this place 
and the gardens round it, is the molt 
2X 2greeable [ have ſeen; aud ſhews that 
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monks, of all religions, know how to chuſe 
thei retirements, *Iis now belonging to 

a Hagia or ſchoolmaſter, who teaches boys 
here. I aſked him to ſhew me his own 
apartment, and was ſurpriſed to ſee him 
point to a tall cypreſs tree in the garden, 
on the top of which was a place tor a bed 
tor himſelf, and à little lower, one for his 
wife and two children, who flept there 
every night. I was ſo much diverted with 
the fancy, I reſolved to examine his neſt 
nearer; but after going up fifty ſteps, L 
found 1 had fill fifty to go up, and then 
I muit climb from branch to branch. with 
ſome hazard of my neck. I thought it, 
therefore, the beſt way to come down a- 
gain. 

We arrived the next day at Conſtan- 
tinople; but I can yet tell you very little 
of it, all my time having been taken up 
with receiving viſits, which are, at leaſt, 
a very good entertainment to the eyes, the 
young women being all beauties, and their 
beauty highly improved by the high taſte 
of their dreſs. Our palace is in Pera, 
which is no more a ſuburb of Conſtanti- 
nople, than Weſtminſter is a ſuburb to 
London. All the ambaliadors are lodged 
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very near each other. One part of our 
houſe ſhews us the port, the city, and the 
ſeraglio, and the diſtant hills of Alia ; 
perhaps, all together, the molt beautiful 
proſpect in the world. 

A certain French author ſays, Conſtan- 
tinople is twice as big as Paris. Mr W---y 
is unwilling to own 'tis bigger than Lon- 
don, though Lconteſs it uppears to me to 
be ſo; but I don't believe it is ſo popu— 
lous. The burying fields about it are 
certainly much larger than the whole city, 
'Tis ſurpriſing what a valt deal oi Jaud is 
loſt this way in Turkey. Some::mes L 
have ſeen burying places of ſeveral miles 
belonging to very inconſiderable villas as, 
which were formerly great towns, and re- 
tain no other mark of their ancient gran- 
deur than this diſmal one. On no occaſion 
do they ever remove a ſtone that ſerves 
tor a monument. Some of them are coitly 
enough, being of very fine marble. "They 
{et up a pillar with a carved turbant on 


the top of it, to the memory of a man 


and as the turbants, by their different 

ſapes, ſhew the quality or prolcthon, 'tis 

in a manner putting up the arins of the 

deceaſed. Beſides, the pillar commonly 
B 2 
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hears an inſcription in gold letters. The 
ladies have a ſimple pillar, without other 
ornament, except thoſe that die unmarried, 
who have a roſe on the top of their mo- 
nument. The ſepulchres of particular 
families are railed in, and planted round 


with trees. Thoſe of the Sultans, and 


ſome great men, have lamps conſtantly 
burning in them. 

When I ſpoke of their religion, I forgot 
to mention two particularities, one of which 
I have read of, but it feemed ſo odd to me, 
I could not believe it; yet *tis certainly 
true; that when a man has divorced his 
wife, in the molt ſolemn manner, he can 
take her again upon no other terms, than 
permitting another man to paſs a night 
with her; and there are ſome examples of 
thoſe who have ſubmitted to this law, 
rather than not have back their beloved. 
The other point of doctrine is very extra- 
ordinary, Any woman that dies unmar- 
ried, is looked upon to die in a ſtate of re- 
. probation. To confirm this belief, they 
reaſon, that the end of the creation of wo- 
man, is to increaſe and multiply; and that 
ſhe is only properly employed in the works 
of her calling, when the is bringing forth 
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children, or taking care of them, which 
are all the virtues that God expects from 
her. And indeed, their way of life, which 
ſhuts them out of all pubuc commerce, 
does not permit them any other. Our 
vulgar notion, that they don't own women 
to have any ſouls, is a miitake. [is true, 
they ſay, they are not of ſo elevated a 
kind, and therefore muſt not hope to be 
admitted into the paradiſe appointed for 
the men, who are to be entertained by 
celeſtial beauties, But there is a place ot 
happineſs deltined for ſouls of the inferior 
order, where all good women are to be in 
eternal bliſs. Many of them are very 
ſuperſtitious, and will not remain widows 
ten days, for fear of dying in the reprobate 
Nate of a uſeleſs creature. But thole that 
like their liberty, and are not ſlaves to their 
religion, content themſelves with inarrying 
when they are afraid of dying. This is a 
piece of theology very different from that 
which teaches nothing to be more accep- 
table to God, than a vow of perpetual 
virginity : which divinity is molt rational, 
] leave you to determine. 

I have already made ſome progreſs in a 
collection of Greek medals. Here are 
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ſeveral proſeſſed antiquaries, who are ready 
to ſerve any body that defires them. But 
you cannot imagine how they ſtare in my 
tace, when | inquire about them, as if no 
body was permitted to ſeek after medals, 
till they were grown a piece of antiquity 
themſelves. I have got ſome very valu- 
able ones of the Macedonian kings, parti- 
cularly one of Perſeus, ſo lively, 1 fancy L 
can fee all his ill qualities in his face. 1 
have a Porphyry head finely cut, of the 
true Greek ſculpture; but who it repreſents, 
is to be gueſſed at by the learned when [ 
return, For you are not to ſuppoſe theſe 
antiquaries (who are all Greeks) know 
any thing. Their trade is only to ell; 
they have correſpondents at Aleppo, Grand 
Cairo, in Arabia, and Paleſtine, who ſend 
them all they can find, and very often 
great heaps, that are only fit to melt into 
pans and kettles. They get the belt price 
they can for any of thein, without knowing 
thoſe that are valuable, from thole that 
are not. Thoſe that pretend to ſkill, ge- 
nerally find out the image of ſome ſaint in 
the medals of the Greck cities. One of 
them, ſhewing me the figure of a Pallas, 
with a victory in her hand on a reverſe, 
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aſſured me it was the Virgin holding a cru- 
cifixx The ſame man offered me the head 
of a Socrates, on a ſardonix; and, to en- 
hance the valne, gave him the title of ſaint 
Auguſtine, I have beſpoke a mummy, 
which 1 hope will come tate to my hands, 
notwithſtanding the misfortune that betel 
a very fine one defigned for the King ot 
Sweden. He gave a great price for it, 
and the Turks took it into their heads, 
that he muſt have ſome conſiderable pro- 
je& depending upon it. They tancied it 
the body of, God knows who, and that 
the ſtate of their empire myſtically de- 
pended on the conſervation ot it. Some 
old prophecies were remembered upon this 
occaſion, and the mummy committed 
priſoner to the Seven Towers, where it 
has remained under cloſe confinement ever 
ſince. I dare not try my interelt in ſo con- 
ſiderable a point as the releaſe of it; but 
hope mine will paſs without examination. 
I can tell you nothing more at preſent of 
this famous city. When I have looked a 
little about me, you thall hear trom me 
again, I am, Sir, 


Yours, Cc. Cc. 
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LETTER XXXVI: 
To Mr Port. 


Belgrade Village, June 17. O. S. 
[| HOPE, before this time, you have re- 


ceived two or three of my letters. I 
had yours but yeſterday, though dated the 
third of February, in which you ſuppoſe 
me to be dead and buried. I have already 
Jet you know that I am till alive; but to 
ſay truth, I look upon my preſent circum- 
ſtances to be exactly the ſame with thoſe 
of departed ſpirits. The heats of Conſtan- 
tinople have driven me to this place, which 
perfectly anſwers the deſcription of the 
Elyſian fields. I am in the middle of a 
wood, conſiſting chiefly of ſruit- trees, wa- 

tered by a valt number of fountains, fa- 
mous for the excellency of their water, and 
divided into many ſhady walks, upon ſhort 
graſs, that ſeems to me artificial, but I am 
Hured is the pure work of Nature—with- 
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in view of the Black-ſea, from whence we 


perpetually enjoy the refreſhment of cool 


| breezes, that make us inſenſible of the heat 


of the ſummer. The village is only inha- 
bited by the richeſt amongſt the Chriſtians, 
who meet every night at a fountain, forty 
paces from my houſe, to ſing and dance, 
The beauty and dreſs of the women ex- 
actly reſemble the ideas of the ancient 
nymphs, as they are given us by the re- 
preſentations ot the poets and painters. 
But what perſuades me more fully of my 
deceale, is the ſituation of my own mind, 
the profound ignorance [ am in of what 
paſſes among the living (which only comes 
to me by chance) and the great calmneſs 
with which I receive it. Yet 1 have {till 
a hankering atter my friends and acquain- 
tances left in the world, according to the 
authority of that admirable author: 


That ſpirits departed are wondrous kind 
To fricnds and rclations left behind : 
Which nobody can deny. 


Of which ſolemn truth, I am a dead in- 
ſtance. I think Virgil is of the ſame opi- 
nion, that in human ſouls there will {till 
be ſome remains of human paſſions : 

Vor. III. — 


18 LEFT TER 8. 


“ Curz non ipſæ in morte relinquunt.“ 


And tis very neceſſary, to make a perfect 
Elyſium, that there ſhould be a river Le- 
the, which I am not ſo happy as to find. 
To ſay truth, I am ſometimes very weary 
of the ſinging and dancing, and ſun-thine, 
and with tor the ſmoke and impertinencies 
in which you toil; though I endeavour to 
perſuade myſelf, that I live in more agree- 
able variety than you do; and that Mon- 
day, ſetting of partridges; Tueſday, read- 
ing Engliſh; Wedneſday, ſtudying in the 
Turkiſh language, (in which, by the way, 
I am already very learned ;) Thurſday, 
claſſical authors; Friday, ſpent in writing; 
Saturday, at my needle; and Sunday, ad- 
mitting of viſits, and hearing of muſic, is 
a better way of diſpoſing of the week, than 
Monday, at the drawing-room; Tueſday, 
lady Mohun's ; Wedneſday, at the opera; 
Thurſday, the play; Friday, Mrs Chet- 
wynd's, c. a perpetual round of hearing 
the ſame ſcandal, and ſeeing the ſame fol- 
lies ated over and over, which here affect 
me no more than they do other dead peo- 
ple. I can now hear of diſpleaſing things 
with pity, and without indignation. The 


*. 
(OY 
22 

3 
1 


3 Jan 
con 
Wit 

Lay 


rfect 
Le- 
find. 
eary 
hine, | 
ncies 
ur to 
zree- 
FJon- 
ead- 
1 the 
way, 
day, 
ting; 
, ad- 
ic, is 
than 
ſday, 
dera; 
Ohet- 
wing 
e fol- 


affe&t | I 


peo- 
hings 
The 


ö 19 


reflection of the great gulph between you 


1 and me, cools all news that come h'ther. 
I can neither be ſenſibly touched with joy 
or grief, when I conſider, that poſſibly the 


* cauſe of either is removed, betore the let- 

1 ter comes to my hands. But (as I ſaid 

I before) this indolence does not extend to 

my . friendſhips ; I am {till warmly ſen- 

Kble of yours and Mr Congreve's, and de- 

% fire to live in your remembrance, though 
dead to all the world beſide. 

I am, Cc. &c. 


. LETTER XXXVII. 


it To the Lady 


Belgrade Village, June 17. 0. S. 


HEARTILY beg your Ladyſhip's 
| pardon ; but I really could not forbear 
A {Berga heartily at your letter, and the 
= commiltons you are pleaſed to honour me 

with. You deſire me to buy you a Greek 
= {lave, who is to be miſtreſs of a thouſand 
4 C 2 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
4 
| 


20 LES 1 @-R 


good qualities. The Greeks are ſubjects, 
and not flaves. Thoſe who are to be 
bought in that manner, are either ſuch as 
are taken in war, or ſtolen by the Tartars 
trom Ruſſia, Circaſſia, or Georgia, and 
are ſuch miſerable aukward poor wretches, 
you would not think any of them worthy 
to be your houſe-maids. Tis true, that 
many thouſands were taken in the Morea; 
but they have been molt of them redeemed 
by the charitable contribution of che Chri- 
ſtians, or ranſomed by their own relations 
at Venice, The fine ſlaves that wait upon 


the great ladies, or ſerve the pleatures ot 


the great men, are all bought at the age 


of eight or nine years old, and educate | 


with great care, to accompliſh them in 
ſinging, dancing, embroidery, &c. hey 


are commonly Circaſlians, and their patron 


never ſells them, except it is as a puniſh— 


ment for ſome very great fault. If ever 
they grow weary of them, they either pre- 
ſent them to a friend, or give them their 


ſreedom. Thoſe that are expoſed to ſale 
at the markets, are always either guilty 0: 
lome crime, or ſo entirely worthleſs, tha: | 


they are of no uſe at all. I am afraid you 
will doubt the truth oi this account, which 


3 ot 


* * 
"I 
« £0 


#4 
60 


% 


zects, 
o be 
ch as 
artars 
and 
tches, 
orthy 
that 
orea ; 
emed 
Chri- 
ations 
upon 


res ok 


age 


icatecl 
em in 


i hey 


datron 


uniſh— 


fever 
r pre- 
their 
to ſale 
ilty or 
„ that 
d you 
which 


EEE 1 TE RS 21 


T own is very different from our common 


notions in England, but it is no lets truth 
Jour whole letter is full of 


tor all that, 
miitakes from one end to the other, I ſee 
you have taken your ideas of I urkey from 
that worthy author Dumont, who has wrote 
with equal ignorance and confidence. Tis a 
particular pleaſure to me here, to read the 
voyages to the Levant, which are gene- 


1 rally jo tar removed from truth, and ſo 


full of abſurdities. 
ed with them. 


I am very well divert- 
They never fail giving 


you an account of the women, whom, tis 


certain, they never ſaw, and talking very 


3 wiſely ol the genius ot the men, into whoſe 
company they are never admitted; and 
very often deſcribe moiques which they 


dare not even peep into. The "Turks are 
very proud, and will not converſe with a 
ſtranger, they are not allured is conſider-— 
able in his own country. I peak of the 
men of diſtinction ; ior as to the ordinary 
tellows, you may imagine what ideas their 
converſation can give of che general genius 
ot the people. | 

As to the balm of Mecca, I will certain- 
Iy ſend you fome; bur it is not ſo eatily 
got as you ſuppoſe it, and I cannot in con- 


rtr. n 
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ſcience adviſe you to make uſe of it, I 


know not how it comes to have ſuch uni- 


verſal applauſe. All the ladies of my ac- 


quaintance at London and Vienna, have #1 


begged me to fend pots of it to them. 1 
have had a preſent of a ſmall quantity 
(which I'll aflure you is very valuable) of 
the beit ſort, and with great joy applied it 
to my face, expecting ſome wonderful et- 
fe to my advantage. The next morn- 
ing, the change indeed was wonderful; 
my face was ſwelled to a very extraordi- 
nary lire, and all over as red as my Lady 
H 's. It remained in this lamentable 
ſtate three days, during which you may be 
ſure I paſſed my time very ill. I believed 
it would never be otherwiſe; and, to add 
to my mortification, Mr W— y re- 
proached my indiſcretion, without ceaſing. 
However, my face is ſince in /tatu guo; 
nay, I am told by the ladies here, that ir 
is much mended by the operation, which I 
confeſs I cannot perceive in my 1 
glaſs. Indeed, if one was to form an opi- 
nion of this balm from their faces, one 
ſhould think very well of it. They all 
make uſe of it, and have the lovelieſt 
bloom in the world, For my part, I never 
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member before you uſe it, 3 your ſace 


will not be ſuch as you will care to thew 
in the drawing- room for ſome days after. 
RB one was to believe the women in this 
country, there is a ſurer way of making 

| one $ {elf beloved, than by becoming hand- 
ſome, though you know that's our method. 
But they pretend to the knowledge of ſe- 
crets, that, by way of enchantment, give 
them the entire empire over whom they 
5 13 For me, who am not very apt to 
believe in wonders, 1 cannot find faith for 
this. I diſputed the point laſt night with 


. lady, who really talks very ſenſtbly on 


any other ſubject; but the was downright 
angry with me, in that the did not perceive 
'S Z ſhe had perſuaded me of the truth of forty 

E {tories the told me of this kind; and at latt 
F mentioned ſeveral ridiculous marr iages, 
that there could be no other reaſon aſ- 

ſigned for. I aſſured her, that in England, 
where we were entirely ignorant of all 
magic, where the climate is not half ſo 
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warm, nor the women half ſo handſome, 
we were not without our ridiculous mar- 


riages; and that we did not look upon it 


as any thing ſupernatural, when a man 
played the fool for the ſake of a woman, 
But my arguments could not convince her 
againſt (as the ſaid) her certain knowledge. 
To this ſhe added, that (ſhe icrupled ma- 
king uſe of charms herſelf; but that the 
could do it whenever the pleated ; and, 


ſtaring me in the face, aid, (with a very 


learned air) that no enchantments would 
have their effects upon me; and chat there 
were ſome people exempt trom their power, 
but very few. You may imagine how 1 
laughed at this diſcourſe: bur all the wo- 


men are of the ſame opinion. "i hey don't | 
pretend to any commerce with the devil, | 
but only that there are certain compoli- 
tions adapted to inſpire love, If one could 


ſend over a ſhip-load of them, I] fancy it 
would be a very quick way of railing an 
eltate. What would not tome ladies of 
our acquaintance give for ſuch merchan- 
dize? Adieu, my dear Lady —----—. I can- 
not conclude my letter with a ſubject that 
affords more delightful jc-ucs to ihe ima— 


gination, I leave you to figure to yourlſel; | 
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ome, the extreme court that will be made to me, 
mar- at my return, if my travels ſhould furnith 
on it me with ſuch a uſeful piece of learning. 1 

man am, dear Madam, 

man. Xx 
e her il Yours, &c. &c 
edge. 
na- 
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there 3 To Mrs 1 — 
ower, 
ow | 
e wo- Pera of Conſtantinople, Jan. 4. O. S. 
don't AM infinitely obliged to you, dear Mrs 
devil, | T. — for your entertaining letter. 
npoli- Lou are the only one of my correſpond- 
could ents that have judged right enough, to 
ncy it WW think I would g'adly be informed of the 
ny an news amongſt you. All the reſt of them 
lies of tell me, (almoſt in the ſame words) that they 
rchan- W ſuppoſe I know every thing. Why they 
[ can- are pleaſed to ſuppoſe in this manner, I 
ct chat W can gueſs no reaſon, except they are per- 
e 1mMa- W fuaded, that the breed of Mahomet's pi- 
ourſe!; W geons (till ſubſiſts in this country, and that 
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I receive ſupernatural intelligence. I wifh 
I could return your goodneis with ſome 
diverting accounts from hence: but J 
know not what part of the ſcenes here 
would gratify your curioſity, or whether 
you have any curioſity at all for things ſo 
far diſtant. To ſay the truth, I am, at 
this preſent writing, not very much turned 
ſor the recollection of what is diverting, 
my head being wholly filled with the pre- 
parations neceſſary for the increaſe of my 
tamily, which I expect every day. You 
may eaſily gueſs at my uneaſy ſituation. 
But I am, however, comforted in ſome 
degree, by the glory that accrues to 'me 
from it, and a reflection on the contempt 
I thould otherwiſe fall under. You won't 
| know what to make of this ſpeech ; but, in 
this country, 'tis more deſpicable to be 
married and not truittul, than 'tis with us 
to be fruitful before marriage. They have 
a notion, that whenever a woman leaves 
off bringing forth children, *tis bcauſe ſhe 
1s too old tor that buſineſs, whatever her 
face ſays to the contrary. This opinion 
makes the ladies here ſo ready to make 
proots of their youth, (which is as neceſ- 
lary, in order to be a received beauty, as 
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it is to ſhew the proofs of nobility, to be 
admitted knights of Malta) that they do 
not content themſelves with uſing the na- 
tural means, but fly to all forts of quac- 
keries, to avoid the ſcandal of being paſt 
child-bearing, and often kill themſelves by 
them. Without any exuggeration, all the 
women of my acquaintance have twelve 
or thirteen children; and the old ones 
boalt of having had five and twenty- or 
thirty a- piece, and are reſpected according 
to the number they have produced. 
When they are with child, 'tis their com- 


mon expreſſion to ſay, They hope God will 


be ſo merciful as to ſend them tauo this time 
and when 1 have aſked them ſometimes, 
how they expected to provide for ſuch a 
flock as they defire? they anſwer, that the 
plague will certainly kill half of them; 
which, indeed, generally happens, without 
much concern to the parents, who are ſa- 
tisfied with the vanity of having brought 
forth ſo plentifully. The French Ambaſ- 
ſadreſs is forced to comply with this fa- 
ſhion as well as myſelf. She, has not been 
here much above a year, and has Jain in 
once, and is big again. What 1s moit 
wonderful, is, the exemption they ſeem to 
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enjoy from the curſe entailed on the ſex. 
They ſee all company the day of their 
delivery, and, at the fortnight's end, re- 
turn viſits, ſet out in their jewels and new 
cloaths. I wiſh I may find the influence 
of the climate in this particular. But I 
fear I ſhall continue an Engliſh woman in 
that affair, as well as I do in my dread of 
fire and plague, which are two things very 
little feared here. Molt families have had 
their houſes burnt down once or twice, 
occaſioned by their extraordinary way of 
warming themſelves, which is neither by 
chimnies nor ſtoves, but by a certain ma- 
chine called a fendeur, the height of two 
feet, in the form of a table, covered with 
a fine carpet or embroidery. This is made 
only of wood, and they put into it a ſmall 
quantity of hot aſhes, and fit with their 
legs under the carpet. At this table they 


work, read, and very often ſleep ; and, it 


they chance to dream, and kick down the 
tendour, the hot aſhes commonly ſet the 
houſe on fire. There were five hundred 
houſes burnt in this manner about a fort- 
night ago, and | have ſeen ſeveral of the 
owners fince, who ſeem not at all moved 
at ſo common a misfortune. They put 
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their goods into a bark, and fee their 
houſes burn with great philoſophy, their 
perſons being very ſeldom endangered, ha- 
ving no ſtairs to deicend. 

But having entertained you with things 
I don't like, xis but juſt 1 thould tell you 
ſomething that pleaſes me. Ihe climate 
is delightful in the extremeſt degree. I 
am now fitting, this preſent fourth of Ja- 
nuary, with the windows open, enjoying 
the warm ſhine of the tun, while you are 
freezing over a ſad ſea- coal fire; and my 
chamber is ſet out with carnations, roſes, 
and jonquils, freth from my garden. I 
am allo charmed with many points of the 
Turkith law, to our ſhame be it ſpoken, 
better deſigned, and better executed than 
ours; particularly the puniſhment of con- 
victed liars (triumphant criminals in our 
country, God knows). They are burnt 
in the forehead with a hot iron, when they 
are proved the authors of any noto- 
rious falſchoods. How many white fore- 
heads thould we ſee disſigured! How many 
fine gentlemen would be forced to wear 
their wigs as low as their eye-brows, were 
this law in practice with us! I ſhould go 
on to tell you many other parts of jultice, 
but 1 muſt ſend for my midwite. 
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LETTELSISSHS, 


To the Counteſs of 


Pera of Conſtantinople, March 10. O. S. 


H A VE not written to you, dear ſiſter, 

theſe many months—--- a great piece 
of ſelf-denial. But I know not where to 
direct, or what part of the world you are 
in. | have received no letter from you 
ſince that ſhorr note of April laſt, in which 
you tell me, that you are on the point of 
leaving England, and promiſe me a di- 
rection for the place you ſtay in; but L 
have, in vain, expected it till now, and now 
I only learn from the Gazette, that you 
are returned, which induces me to venture 
this letter to your houſe at London. I 
had rather ten of my letters ſhould be loſt, 
than you imagine I don't write; and I 
think it is hard fortune, if one in ten don't 
reach you. However, I am reſolved to 
keep the copies, as teſtimonies of my ineli- 
nation to give you, to the utmolt of my 
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power, all the diverting part of my travels, 
while you are exempt trom all the fatigues 
and inconveniencies. 

In the firſt place then, I wiſh you joy of 
your niece; for I was brought to bed of a 
daughter * five weeks ago. I don't men- 
tion this as one of my diverting adventures; 
though I mult own, that it is not halt ſo 
mortitying here as in England; there being 
as much difference, as there is between a 
little cold in the head, which ſometimes 
happens here, and the conſumption cough 
ſo common in London. No body keeps 
their houſe a month for lying in; and [ 
am not ſo fond of any of our cultoms, as 
to retain them when they are not neceſ- 
ſary, I returned my vilits at three weeks 
end, and about four days ago croſſed the 
ſea, which divides this place from Conſtan- 
tinople, to make a new one, where I had 
the good fortune to pick up many curioſi- 
ties, I went to ſee the Sultana Haſiten, 
favourite of the late Emperor Muſtapha, 
who, you know, (or perhaps you don't 
know) was depoſed by his brother, the 
reigning Sultan, and died a few weeks after, 
being poiloned, as it was generally believed. 


The preſcat Counteſs of Bute, 
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This lady was, immediately after his death, 
ſaluted with an abſolute order to leave 
the ſeraglio, and chuſe herſelf a huſband 
among the great men at the Porte. I ſup- 
poſe you may imagine her overjoyed at 
this propofal. Quite the contrary.-—— 
Theſe women, who are called, and eſteem 
themſelves queens, look upon this liberty 
as the greateſt diſgrace and affront that 


can happen to them. She threw herſelt } 


at the Sultan's teet, and begged him to 


poniard her, rather than uſe his brother's | 
widow with that contempt. She repre- | 


ſented ro him, in agonies of ſorrow, that 
the was priviledged from this misfortune, 
by having brought five princes into the 
Ottoman family; but all the boys being 
dead, and only one girl ſurviving, this 
excuſe was not received, and the was com- 
pelled to make her choice, She choſe 
Bekir Effendi, then ſecretary of ſtate, and 
above four-ſcore years old, to convince the 
world that the firmly intended to keep 
the vow ſhe had made, of never ſuffering 
a ſecond huſband to approach her bed; 
and fince ſhe mult honour ſome ſubje& ſo 
far as to be called his wife, ſhe would 
chuſe him as a mark of her gratitude, ſince 
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it was he that had preſented her, at the 
age of ten years, to her laſt lord; but the 
never permitted him to pay her one viſit, 
though it is now ifteen years the has been 
ia his houſe, where the paſſes her time in 
uninterr upted mourning, with a conſtancy 
very little known in Chriſtendom, eſpe- 
cially in a widow of one and twenty, for 
ſhe is now hut thirty-fix. She has no black 
eunuchs for her guard, her huſband being 
obliged to reſpect her as a queen, and not 
to inquire at all into what is done in her 
apartment. 

[ was led into a large room, with a ſofa 
the whole length of 1t, adorned with white 

marble pillars like a ruelle, covered with 
pale blue figured velvet, on a filver ground, 
with cuthious of the ſame, where I was 
defired to repoſe till the Sultana appeared, 
who had contrived this manner of recep- 
tion, to avoid riſing up at my entrance, 
though the made me an inclination of her 
head, when I roſe up to her TI was very 
glad to obſerve a lady that had been diſ- 
tinguithed by the favour of an Emperor, 
to whom heauties were every day preſent-— 
ed from all parts of the world. But the 


did not feern io me to have ever been halt 


fo beautiful as the fair Fatima I ſaw at 
Vor. III. E. 
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Adrianople, though ſhe had the remains 
of a fine face, more decayed by ſorrow- 
than time. But her dreſs was ſomething 
ſo ſurpriſingly rich, that I cannot forbear 
deſcribing it to you. She wore a velt 
called dualma, which differs from a caſtan 
by longer ſleeves, and folding over at the 
bottom. It was of purple cloth, itrait to 
her ſhape, and thick ſet, on each fide, 
down to her feet, and round the fleeves, 
with pearls of the belt water, of the ſame 
ſize as their buttons commonly are. You 
mult not ſuppoſe, that I mean as large as 
thoſe of my Lord , but about the big- 
neſs of a pea; and to theſe buttons large 
loops of diamonds, in the form of thole 
gold loops, ſo common on birth-day coats. 
This habit was tied, at the waiſt, with two 
large taſſels of ſmaller pearls, and round 
the arms embroidered with large diamonds. 
Her ſhift was faſtened at the bottom with: 
a great diamond, ſhaped like a lozenge; 
her girdle as broad as the broadeſt Engliſh 
riband, entirely covered with diamonds, 
Round her neck the wore three chains, 
which reached to her knees; one of large 
pearl, at the bottom of which hung a fine 
coloured emerald, as big as a Turkey-cgg; 
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ralds, cloſe joined together, of the moſt 
lively green, perfectly matched, every one 
as large as a half crown piece, and as thick 
as three crown pieces, and another of ſmall 
emeralds, perfectly round. But her ear- 
rings eclipſed all the reſt. They were two 
diamonds thaped exactly like pears, as large 
as a big hazle nut. Round her talpoche 
jhe had four ſtrings of pearl the 
whiteſt and moſt perfect in the world, at 
leaſt enough to make four necklaces, every 
one as large as the Ducheſs of Marl- 
borough's, and of the ſame ſhape, faſtened 
with two roſes, conſiſting of a large ruby 
for the middle ſtone, and round them twen- 
ty drops of clean diamonds to each. Be- 
{ſides this, her head-dreſs was covered with 
bodkins of emeralds and diamonds. She 
wore large diamond bracelets, and had 
five rings on her fingers (except Mr Patt's) 
the largeſt I ever ſaw in my lite. *Tis for 
jewellers to compute the value of theſe 
things; but, according to the common eſ- 
timation of jewels in our part of the world, 
her whole dreſs muſt be worth a hundred 
thouſand pounds Sterling. This I am ſure 
of, that no European queen has half the 
quantity, and the Empreſs's jewels, though 
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very fine, would look very mean near her's. 


She gave me a dinner of fiſty diſhes of | 


meat, which (after their faſhion) were 
placed on the table but one at a time, and 
was extremely tedious. But the magni- 


ficence of her table anſwered very well to 
that of her dreſs. The knives were of 


gold, and the hafts ſet with diamonds. 
But the piece of luxury which grieved my 


eyes, was the tabie-cloth and napkins, } 
which were all tiffany embroidered with | 


filk and gold, in the fineſt manner, in na- 
tural flowers. It was with the utmoſt re- 


gret that | made uſe of theſe coſtly nap- | 


kins, which were as finely wrought as the 
finet handkerchiefs that ever came out of 
this country. You may be ſure, that they 
were entirely ſpoiled before dinner was 
over. The ſherbet (which is the liquor 
they drink at meals) was ſerved in china 
bowls; but the covers and ſalvers matly 

old. After dinner, water was brought 
in gold baſons, and towels of the ſame 
kind with the napkins, which I very un- 
willingly wiped my hands upon, and cot- 
fee was ſerved in china, with gold „ga- 
coups *, 
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The Sultana ſeemed in a very good hu- 
mour, and talked to me with the utmoſt 
civiiity, I did not omit this opportunity 
ot learning all that I poſſibly could ct the 
ſcraglio, which is ſo entirely unknown a- 
mongit us. She aſſured me that the ſtory of 
the Sultan's /Orowing a handkerchief, is al- 
together tabulous; and the manner, upon 
that occaſion, no other than this: He ſends 
the ir age, to ſignify to the lady the 
honour he intends her. She is immediately 
complimented upon it by the others, and 
led to the bath, where the is perfumed and 
dreſſed in the molt magnificent and beco- 
ming manner. The Emperor precedes his 
viſit by a royal preſent, and then comes 
into her apartment: neither is there any 
juch thing as her creeping in at the bed's 
foot. She ſaid, that the firit he made 
choice of, was always after the firſt in rank, 
and not the mother of the eldeſt fon, as 
other writers would make us believe. 
Sometimes the Sultan diverts himſelt in the 
company of all his ladies, who ſtand in a 
cirele round him. And ſhe confeſſed, they 
were ready to die with envy and jealouſy 
of the happy ſhe, that he diltinguithed by 
any appearance of preference. Eut this 
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ſeemed to me neither better nor worſe than 
the circles in molt courts, where the glance 
of the monarch is watched, and every ſmile 
is waited for with impatience, and envied 
by thoſe who cannot obtain it. 

She never mentioned the Sultan without 
tears in her eyes, yet ſhe ſeemed very fond 
of the diſcourſe. ** My palt happinels,” 
faid ſhe, * appears a dream to me. Yet 
cannot forget that i was beloved by 
the greateſt and moſt lovely of mankind. 
« ] was choſen from all the reſt, to make 
all his campaigns with him; and I would 
te not ſurvive him, if I was not paſſionately 
fond of the princeſs my daughter. Yet 
* all my tenderneſs for her was hardly 
* enough to make me preſerve my life. 
„W When T left him, | patled a whole twelve- 
* month without ſeeing the light. Time 
« has ſoftened my deſpair; yet 1 now pals 
* ſome days every week in tears, devoted 
* to the memory of my Sultan.” There 
was no aftectation in theſe words. It was 
ealy to ſee the was in a deep melancholy, 
though her good humour made her wil— 
ling to divert me. 

She alked me to walk in her garden, 
and one of her {laves immediately brought 
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her a pellice of rich brocade lined with 
fables. I waited on her into the garden, 
which had nothing in it remarkable but 
the fountains; and from thence ſhe ſhewed 
me all her apartments. In her bed-cham- 
ber, her toilet was diſplayed, conſiſting of 
two looking-glaties, the frames covered 
with pearls, and her night telpoche ſet with 
bodkins of jewels, and near it three velts 
of line fables, every one of which is at leaſt 
worth a thouſand dollars, (two hundred 
pounds Engliſh money,) I don't doubt 
but theſe rich habits were purpoſely placed 
in tight, though they ſeemed negligently 
thrown on the ſofa. When I took my 
leave of her, I was complimented with 
perfumes as at the Grand Vizier's, and 


S preſented with a very fine embroidered 


handkerchict. Her flaves were to the num— 


ber of thirty, beſides ten little ones, the 
eldeſt not above ſeven years old. Theſe 
& were the moſt beautiful girls J ever ſaw, 
all richly dreſſed; and I obſerved that the 
$ Sultana took a great deal of pleaſure in 
theſe lovely children, which is a vaſt ex- 
pence; for there is not a handſome girl 


of that age to be bought under a hundred 
pounds Sterling. They wore little gar- 
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lands of flowers, and their own hair braid- 
ed, which was all their head-dreſs; but 
their habits were all of gold ſtuffs. Theie 
ſerved her coffee kneeling ; brought water 
when the waſhed, &c. Tis a great part 
of the work of the older ſlaves to take care 
of theſe young girls, to learn them to em- 
broider, and to ſerve them as carefully as 
it they were children of the family. Now 
do you imagine I have entertained you all 
this while, with a relation that has at leaſt 
received many embelliſhments from my 
hand? This you will ſay is but too like the 
Arabian tales. Theſe embroidered nap- 
Hong and a jewel as large as a Turkey's 
egg! You forg get, dear fiiter, thoſe 
very tales were written by an author of 
this country, and (excepting the enchant- 
ments) are a real repreſentation of the 
manners here. We travellers are in very 
hard circumitances : if we ſay nothing but 
what has been ſaid before us, we are 


dull, and we have obſerved nothing.” i! 


we tell any thing new, we are laughed at 

as © fabulous and romantic,” not allow- 
ing either for the difference of ranks, 
which -affords difference of company, or 
more curivlity, or the change oi cuſtoms 
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chat happen every twenty years in every 
country. But the truth is, people judge 
of travellers exactly with the ſame candour, 
good nature, and impartiality, they judge 
of their neighbours upon all occaſions. 
For my part, if I live to return amongſt 
you, | am ſo well acquainted with the 
morals of all my dear friends and acquain- 
tances, that I am reſolved to tell them no- 
thing at all, to avoid the imputation (which 
their charity would certainly incline them 
to) of my telling too much. But I depend 
upon your knowing me enough, to believe 
whatever I ſeriouſly aſſert for truth; tho” 
I give you leave to be ſurpriſed at an ac- 
count 10 new to you. But what would 
you ſay if I told you, that | have been in a 
haram, where the winter apartment was 
wainſcoted with inlaid work of mother of 
pearl, ivory of different colours, and olive 
wood, exactly like the little boxes you have 
ſeen brought out of this country; and in 
whoſe rooms deſigned for ſummer, the 
walls are all cruſted with Japan china, the 
roots gilt, and the floors ſpread with the 
fineſt Perfian carpets? Yet there 1s nothing 
more true; ſuch is the palace of my lovely 
iriend the fair Fatima, whom i was acquain- 
Vor. III. 5 
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ted with at Adrianople. I went to viſit her 
yelterday ; and, if poſſible, ſhe appeared to 


me handſomer than before. She met me 
at the door of her chamber, and giving 
me her hand with the belt grace in the 
world; You Chriitian ladies (ſaid ſhe with 
a ſmile that made her as beautiful as an 
angel) have the reputation of inconſtancy ; 
and I did not expect, whatever goodneſs you 
expreſſed for me at Adrianople, that L 
ſhould ever ſee you again. But I am now 
convinced that I have really the happineſs 
of pleaſing you; and if you knew how I 
ſpeak of you amongſt our ladies, you would 
be aſſured, that you do me juſtice in making 
me your friend. She placed me in the 
corner of the ſofa, and I ſpent the after- 
noon in her converſation, with the greateſt 
Pleaſure in the world The Sultana, 
Haften is, what one would naturally ex- 
pect to find a Turkiſh lady, willing to 
oblige, but not knowing how to go about 
it; and *tis eaſy to ſee, in her manner, that 
ſhe has lived excluded from the world; but 
Fatima has all the politeneſs and good 
breeding of a court, with an air that 
inſpires at once reſpe&t and tenderneſs ; 
and now that I underſtand her laguage, L 
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find her wit as agreeable as her beauty. 
She is very curious after the manners of 
other countries, and has not the partiality 
for her own, ſo common to little minds. A 
Greek that I carried with me, who had 
never ſeen her before, (nor could have 
been admitted now, it ſhe had not been in 
my train,) ſhewed that ſurpriſe at her 
beauty and manner, which 1s unavoidable 
at the firſt ſight, and ſaid to me in Italian, 
—< This is no Turkiſh lady, the is certain- 
« ly ſome Chriſtian.“ Fatima gueſſed ſhe 
ſpoke of her, and aſked what ſhe ſaid. I 
would not have told her, thinking the would 
have been no better pleaſed with the com- 
pliment, than one of our court beauties to 
be told ſhe had the air of a Turk. But 
the Greek lady told it to her; and the ſmi- 
led, ſaying, * It is not the firſt time I have 
heard ſo; my mother was a Poloneze, 
taken at the ſiege of Camimiec; and my 
« father uſed to rally me, ſaying, He be- 
t lieved his Chriſtian wife had found ſome 
« Chriſtian gallant; for that I had not the 
„ air of a Turkiſh girl.”----I aſſured her, 
that if all the Turkith ladies were like her, 
it was abſolutely neceſſary to confine them 
irom public view, for the repoſe of mankind ; 
FI 
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and proceeded to tell her, what a noiſe 
ſuch a face as hers would make in Lon- 
don or Paris. Ican't believe you,” repli- 


ed ſhe agreeably ; if beauty was ſo much ; 
*« valued in your country as you ſay, they 


* would never have ſuffered you to leave 
it.“ - Perhaps, dear ſiſter, you laugh at my 
vanity in repeating this compliment; but [ 


only do it, as I think it very well turned, 


and give it you as an inſtance of the ſpirit 
of her converſation, Her houſe was mag- 
nificently furniſhed, and very well fancied; 
her winter rooms being furniſhed with fi- 
gured velvet, on gold grounds; and thoſe 
for ſummer, with fine Indian quilting em- 
broidered with gold. The houſes of the 
great Turkiſh ladies are kept clean with as 
much nicety as thoſe in Holland. Thys was 
ſituated in a high part of the town; and 
from the window of her ſummer apart- 
ment, we had the proſpect of the ſea, the 
iſlands, and the Afian mountains. My 
letter is inſenſibly grown ſo long, I am 
aſhamed of it. This is a very bad ſymp- 
tom. Tis well if J don't degenerate into # 
downright ſtory-teller. It may be our 
proverb, that {nowl/edge is no burden, may 
be true, as to one's ſelf; but knowing too 
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much is very apt to make us troubleſome 
to other people. 
I am, &c. Gc. 


L BATTER XL. 
To the Lady 


Pera, March 16, O. S. 


A M extremely pleaſed, my dear Lady, 
that you have, at length, found a 
committon for me that 1 can anſwer, 
withou! diſappointing your expectations; 
though I mult tell yon, that it is not fo 
eaſy as perhaps you think it; and that it 
my curioſity had not been more diligent 
than any other ſtranger's has ever yet been, 
I mult have anſwered you with an excule, 
as I was forced to do, when you deſired 
me to buy you a Greek flave. I have got 
for you, as you deſire, a Turkith love-let- 
ter, which I have put into a little box, and 
ordered the captain of the Smyrniote to 
deliver it to you with this letter. The 
tranſlation of it is literally as ſollows : 


| 
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The firſt piece you ſhould pull out of the 
purſe, is a little pearl, whieh is in Turkiſh 
called Ingi, and mult be underſtood in this 
manner: 


Ingi, | Senſin Uzellerin gingi 
Pearl, Faireſt of the young. 


Caremfil, | Caremfilzen cararen yok 

Clave, | Conge gulſum timarin yok 
Benſeny chok than ſeverim 
Senin benden, haberia yok. 


You are as ſlender as this clove! 
You are an unblown roſe ! 
T have long loved you, and you have not known it ! 


Grap 
« | Derdime derman bul Til 
Jonquil, | Have pity on my paſſion ! Go 11: 
Kihat, | Birlerum ſahat ſahut 
Paper, | I faint every hour ! 
1 Bebe 
Ermus, | Ver bize bir umut 7 
Pear, | Give me ſome hope. PP 
Jabun, ¶ Derdinden oldum zabun * 
Svap, | 1 am ſick with love. can 
Chemur, | Ben oliyim ſize umur ſnex 
Coal, | May I die, and all my years be yours ! mol 
the 


Gul, | Ben aglarum ſen gul 
A roſe, | May you be pleaſed, and your ſorrows mine! defi 


the 
kiſh 
this 


it 


Irs! 


mine! 


Hafir, | Oliim ſana yazir 

A jiraw, | Suffer me to be your ſlave. 
Jo ho, | Uſtune bulunmaz pahu 
Cloth, | Your price is not to be found. 


Tartſin, | Sen ghel ben chekeim ſenin hargin 
Cinnamon, | But my fortune is yours. 


Giro, | Eſking ilen oldum ghira 

A match, | Tburn! IT burn ! my flame conſumes me! 
Sirma, © | Uzunu benden a yirma 

Geld thread, | Don't turn away your face. 

Satch, Bazmazun tatch 

Hair, Crown of my bead ! 

Uzum, | Penim iki Guzum 


Grape, | My eyes! 

Til, | Ulugorum tez ghel 

Gold-wire, | I die——come quickly, 
And by way of poſtſcript : 


Beber, Bie bir dogm haber 
Pepper, | Send me an anſwer, 


You ſee this letter is all in verſe, and I 
can aſſure you, there is as much fancy 
ſhewn in the choice of them, as in the 
molt ſtudied expreſſions of our letters; 
there being, I believe, a million of verſes 
deſigned for this uſe. There is no colour, 
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no flower, no weed, no fruit, herb, pebble, 
or feather, that has not a verſe belonging 
to it; and you may quarrel, reproach, or 
ſend letters of paſſion, friendthip, or civility, 
or even of news, without ever inking your 
fingers. 
fancy you are now wondering at my 
profound learning; but alas! dear Madam, 
I am almoſt fallen into the misfortune ſo 
common to the ambitious ; while they are 
employed on diſtant infiguiticant conqueſts 
abroad, a rebellion ſtarts up at home ;----- 
am in great danger of loting my k.nglith, 
I find 'tis not half ſo eaſy to me to write 
in it, as it was a twelvemonth ago. I am 
forced to ſtudy for expreſſions, and mult 
leave off all other languages, to try to learn 
my mother tongue. Human underſtand- 
ing is as much limited as human power, 
or human ſtrength. The memory can re- 
tain but a certain number of images; and 
"tis as impoſſible for one human creature 
to be perfect maſter of ten different lan- 
guages, as to have, in perfect ſubjection, 
ten different kingdoms, or to fight againſt 
ten men at a time. I am afraid 1 ſhall at 
laſt know none as ! ſhould do, I live in 
a place that very well repreſents the tower 
2 
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of Babel: in Pera they ſpeak Turkiſh, 


Greek, Hebrew, Armenian, Arahic, Per- 
tian, Ruthan, Sclavonian, Walachian, Ger- 
man, Dutch, French, Englith, Italian, 
Hungarian ; and what is worſe, there are 
ten of theſe languages ſpoken in my own 
family. My grooms are Arabs, my foot- 
men French, Engliſh, and Germans; my 
nurſe an Armenian, my houſe-maids Rut- 
fians; half a dozen other ſervants Greeks; 
my ſteward an Italian, my janizaries Turks; 
ſo that I hve in the perpetual hearing of 
this medley of founds, which produces a 
very extraordinary effect upon the people 
that are born here ; tor they learn all theſe 
languages at the ſame time, and without 
knowing any of them well enough to write 
or read in it. There are very few men, 
women, or even children here, that have 
not the ſame compaſs of words in five or 
ſix of them. I know, myſelf, ſeveral in- 
tants of three or four years old, that ſpeak 
Italian, French, Greek, Turkiſh and Ruſ- 
nan, which laſt they learn of their nurſes, 
who are generally of that country. This 
ſeems almolt incredible to you, and is, in 
my mind, one of the moſt curious things 
in this country, and takes off very much 
Vor. III. G 
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from the merit of our ladies, who ſet up 
for ſuch extraordinary geniuſes, upon the 
credit of ſome ſuperficial knowledge of 
French and Italian. 

As I prefer the Englith to all the reſt, I 
am extremely mortified at the daily decay 
of it in my head, where I'll aſſure you 
(with grief of heart) it is reduced to ſuch 
a ſmall number of words, I cannot recol- 
le& any tolerable phraſe to conclude my 
letter with, and am forced to tell your 
Ladyſhip very bluntly, that I am, 


Your ſaithful humble ſervant. 


LETT EK ABEL 


To the Counteſs of B—— 


T length I have heard from my 
dear Lady B , for the firſt time. 
1 am perſuaded you have had the goodneſs 
to write before, but I haye had the ill for- 
tune io loſe your letters. Since my laſt, I 
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have ſaid quietly at Conſtantinople, a city 
that 1 ougat in conſcience to give your 
Ladyſhip a right notion of, fince l know 
you can have none but what is partial and 
miitaken from the writings of travellers. 
Lis certain there are many people that 
pa's years here in Pera, withot having ever 
{cen it, and yet they all pretend to deicribe 
it, Pera, Tophana, and Galata, wholly 
inhabited by French Chriſtians (and which 
together make the appearance of a very 
fine town) are divided from i: by the ſea, 
which is not above half ſo broad as the 
broadeſt part of the Thames; but the 
Chrittian men are loath to hazard the ad- 
ventures they ſometimes meet with amonglt 
the /events or ſeamen, (worle moailers 
than our water- men); and the women mult 
cover their faces to go there, which they 
have a perfect averſion to do. 'i is true, 
they wear veils in Pera, but they are ſuch 
as only ſerve to ſhew their beauty to more 
advantage, and would not be permitted 
in Conſtantinople. Theſe reaſons deter 
ulmolt every creature from ſeeing it; 
eve: the French ambaſſadrels will return 

France 0 believe) without ever ha- 
ving been there, You'll wonder, Ma- 
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dam, to hear me add, that I have been 


there very often. The aſmack, or Turkiſii 


veil, is become not only very eaſy, but a- 
greeable to me; and, it it was not, I would 
be content to endure ſome mconventency, 
to gratify a paſſion that is become ſo power- 
ful with me, as curioſity. And, indeed, 
the pleaſure of going in a barge to Chel- 
teu, is not comparable to that of rowing 
upon the canal of the ſea here, where, for 
twenty miles together, down the Boſpho- 
rus, the molt beautiful-variety of proſpects 
preſent themſelves. The Atian fide is co- 
vered with fruit trees, villages, and the 
molt delightful landſcapes in nature; on 
the European, ſtands Conſtantinople, ſi- 
tuated on ſeven hills. — The unequal 
heights make it ſeem as large again as it 
is (though one of the largeſt cities in the 


world) ſhewing an agreeable mixture of 


gardens, pine and eypreſs trees, palaces, 
moſques, and public buildings, raiſed one 
above another with as much beauty and 
appearance of ſymmetry, as your Ladyſhip 
ever ſaw in a cabinet, adorned by the molt 
{xilfal hands, where jars ſhew themſe] ves 
above jars, mixed with caniſters, bahic: 


and candleſticks. This is a very odd con- 
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pariſon; but it gives me an exact idea of 


the thing. I have taken care to ſce us 
much of the ſeraglio as is to be ſeen. It 
is on a point of land running into the ſea; 
a palace of prodigious extent, but very ir- 
regular. Ihe gardens take in a large 
compaſs of ground, tull of high cyprels 
trees, which is all I know of them. The 
buildings are all of white (tone, ledded on 
top, with gilded turrets and ſpires, which 
look very magnificent; and, indeed, | be- 
lieve there is no Chriitian« king's palace 
halt ſo large. There are fix large courts 
in it, all built round, and ſet with trees, 


having galleries of lone; one of thele for 


the guard, another for the flaves, another 
for the officers of the kitchen, another tor 


the ſtables, the fifth for the divan, and the 


fixth for the apartment deſtined for audi— 
ences. On the ladies fide, there are, at 
leait, as many more, with diltin&t courts 
belonging to their eunuchs and atiendants, 
their kitchens, Oc. 

The next remarkable ſtructure is that of 
St Sophia, winch 'tis very difficult to ſee, 
F was forced to fend three times to the 
caimairan, (the governor of the town) and 


— . — —— I / 28 
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the law, and enquired of the mufti, whe- 
ther it was lawful to permit it. They pal- 
ied ſome days in this important debate; 
but J inſiſting on my requelt, permiſſion 
was granted. I can't be informed why 
the Furks are more delicate on the ſubject 
ot this moſque, than on any of the others, 
where what Chrillian pleates may en- 

er without ſcruple. I fancy they ima- 
gine, that, having been once conſecrated, 
people,. on pretegee of curioſity, might 
profane it with prayers, particularly to 
thoſe ſaints, who are {till very viſible in 
Moſaic work, and no other way detaced 
but by the decays of time; tor it is ablo- 
Jutely falie, though ſo univerſally afl:rred, 
that the Turks defaced all the images that 
they found in che city. The dome of St 
Sophia is ſaid to be one hundred and thir- 
teen ſeet diameter, built upon arches, ſuſ- 
tained by vai pillars of marble, the pave- 
ment and ſtair-cale marble. There are 
two rows of galleries, fupported with pil- 
lars of party-coloured marble, and the 
whole roof. Moſaic work, part of which 
decays very Fail, and drops down. They 
preſented me a handful of ic; its compo- 
nion lms tg m. a ſort of giais, or that 
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paſte with which they make counterfeit 
jewels. They ſhew here the tomb of the 
Emperor Conſtantine, for which they have 
a great veneration. 

This is a dull imperſect deſcription of 
this celebrated building; but I underſtand 
architecture ſo little, that I am afraid of 
talking nonſenſe in endeavouring to ſpeak 
of it particularly, Perhaps I am in the 
wrong, but ſome Turkiſh moſques pleaſe 
me better. "That ot Sultan Solyman, is 
an exact ſquare, with four fine towers in 
the angles; in the midſt is a noble cnpola, 
ſupported with beautiful marble pillars; 
two leſſer at the ends, ſupported in the 
ſame manner; the pavement and gallery 
round the moſque, of marble; under the 
great cupola, is a fountain, adorned with 
ſuch fine coloured pillars, that I can hardly 
think them natural marble; on one ſide is 
the pulpit of white marble, and on the 
other the little gallery for the Grand Sig- 
nior. A fine ſtair-caſe leads to it, and it 
is built up with gilded lattices. At the 
upper end is a ſort of altar, where the 
name of God is written; and, before it, 
ſtand two candleſticks, as high as a man, 
with wax candles as thick as three flam- 
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beaux. The pavement is ſpread with fine 
carpets, and the moſque illuminated with 
a vait number of lamps. The court lead- 
ing to it, is very ſpacious, with galleries of 
. marble, of green columns, covered with 
twenty-eight leaded cupolas on two ſides, 
and a fine fountain of baſons in the midtt 
of it, 

This deſcription may ſerve for all the 
moſques in Conltantinople. The model 
is exactly the ſame, and they only ditfer in 
largeneſs and richneſs of materials. That 
of the Snltana Valida is the largeſt of all, 
built entirely of marble, the molt prodi- 
gious, and, I think, the moſt beautitul 
ſtructure Jever ſaw, be it ſpoke to the ho- 
nour ot our ſex, for it was founded by the 
mother of Mahomet IV. Between friends, 
Paul's Church would make a pitiful figure 
near it; as any of our ſquares would do 
near the atlerdan, or place of horſes, (4. 
fignitying a horſe in Turkiſh). This was 
the ippodrome, in the reign of the Greek 
Emperors. In the midit of it is a brazen 
column, of three ſerpents twiſted rogether, 
with their mouths gaping. *Tis impotlible 
to learn why ſo odd a pillar was erected; 
the Greeks can tell nothing but tabulous 
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legends, when they are aſked the meaning 
ot it, and there is no ſign of its having ever 
had any inſeription. At the upper end is 
an obeliſk of porphyry, probably brought 
from Egypt, the hieroglyphics all very en- 
tire, which I look upon as mere ancient 
puns. It is placed on four little brazen 
pillars, upon a pedeſtal of ſquare free-itone, 
full of figures in bas-reliet on two ſides; 
one ſquare repreſenting a battle, another 
an aſſembly. The others have inſcriptions 
in Greek and Latin: the laſt I took in my 
pocket-book, and it 18 as follows : 


„ Difficilis quondam, dominis parere ſerenis 
* Jaſſus, et extinCtis palmam portare tyrannis 
„ Omnia Theodoſio cedunt, ſobolique perenni.” 


Your Lord will interpret theſe lines. Don't 
fancy they are a love- letter to him. 

All the figures have their heads on; and 
cannot forbear reflecting again on the 
impudence of authors, who all ſay they 
have not; but I dare ſwear the greateit 
part of them never ſaw them, but took the 
report from the Greeks, who refiit, with 
incredible fortirude, the conviction of their 
own eyes, whenever they have invenred 
lies to the dithonour of their enemirs, 
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Were you to believe them, there is nothing 
worth ſeeing in Conſtantinople, but Sancta 
Sophia, though there are ſeveral larger, 
and in my opinion more beautiful, moſques 
in that city. That of Sultan Achmet has 
this particularity, that its gates are of 
braſs. In all theſe moſques there are little 
chapels, where are the tombs of the foun- 
ders and their families, with wax candles 
burning betore them. 

'The exchanges are all noble buildings, 
full of fine alleys, the greateſt part ſupport- 
ed with pillars, and kept wondertully neat. 
Every trade has its diſtinct alley, where 
the merchandize is diſpoſed in the ſame 
order as in the New Exchange at London. 
The be/ten, or jewellers quarter, ſhews 
ſo much riches, ſuch a vaſt quantity of dia- 
monds, and all kinds of precious ſtones, 
that they dazzle the fight. The embroi- 
derers is allo very glittering, and people 
walk here as much tor diverſion as buſi— 
nels. The markets are molt of them hand- 
jome ſquares, and admirably well provi- 
ded, perhaps better than in any other part 
of the world. 

| know you'll expect I ſhould ſay ſome- 
thing particular of the flaves; and you 
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will imagine me half a Turk, when I don't 
ſpeak of it with the fame horror other 
Chriſtians have done before me. But J 
cannot forbear applauding the humanity 
of the Turks to theſe creatures; they are 
never ill uſed, and their ſlavery is, in my 
opinion, no worſe than ſervitude all over 
the world, Tis true they have no wages, 
but they give them yearly cloaths to a 
higher value than our ſalaries to our ordi- 
nary ſervants, But you'll object, that men 
buy women with an eye 19 evil, In my 
opinion, they are bought and ſold as pub- 
licly and as infamouily in all our Chriltian 
great cities. | 

I muſt add to the deſcription of Con- 
ſtantinople, that the Hiltorical Pillar is no 
more. It dropped down about two years 
before I came to this part ot the world. 
I have ſeen no other footlteps of antiquity 
except the aqueducts, which are ſo vait, 
that I am apt to believe they are yet more 
ancient than the Greek empire. The Turks 
indeed have clapped in ſome ſtones with 
Turkith inſcriptions, to give their natives 
the honour of ſo great a work, but the 
deceit is eaſily diſcovered. The other pub- 
lic buildings are the hanns and monaite- 
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ries ; the firſt are very large and numerous; 
the ſecond few in number, and not at all 
magnificent. I had the curioſity to viſit 
one of them, and to obſerve the devotions 
of the Derviſes, which are as whimſical as 
any at Rome. I heſe fellows have per- 
miſſion to marry, but are confined to an 
odd habit, which is only a piece of coarſe 
white cloth wrapped- about them, with 
their legs and arms naked. Their order 
has few other rules, except that of per- 
forming their fantaſtic rites every Tueſ- 
day and Friday, which is done in this 
manner: they meet together in a large 
hall, where they all ſtand with their eyes 
fixed on the ground, and their arms acroſs, 
while the imaum or preacher reads part of 
the Alcoran {rom the pulpit placed in the 
midſt; and when he has done, eight or 
ten of them make a melancholy concert 
with their pipes, which are no unmuſical 
inſtruments. Then he reads again, and 
makes a ſhort expoſition on what he has 
read; after which they ſing and play, till 
their ſuperior (the only one of them dreſ- 
ſed in green) riſes and begins a fort of ſo- 
lemn dance. They all ſtand about him in 
a regular figure; and while ſome play, the 
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others tie their robe (which is very wide) 
faſt round their waiſt, and begin to turn 
round with an amazing ſwiftneis, and yet 
with great regard to the muſic, moving 
flower or faſter as the tune is played. Thi; 
jaſts above an hour, without any of them 
ſhewing the leaſt appearance of giddinels, - 
which is not to be wondered at, when it is 
conſidered, they are all uſed to it from 
their infancy, molt of them being devoted 
to this way of lite from their birth. There 
turned amongſt them ſome little Derviles, 
of fix or ſeven years old, who ſeemed no 
more diſordered by that exercile than the 
others. At the end of the ceremony they 
ſhoot out, ** There is no other God but 
„God, and — is his prophet ;” after 
which they kiſs the ſuperior's hand and 
retire. The whole is performed with the 
moſt ſolemn gravity. Nothing can be 
more auſtere than the form of theſe people; 
they never raile their eyes, and ſeem de- 
voted to contemplation. And as ridicu- 
lous as this is in deſcription, there is ſome- 
thing touching in the air of ſubmiſſion 
and mortification they aſſume. This let- 
ter is of a horrible length; but you may 
burn it when you have read enough, Cc. 


EE 
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To the Counteſs of 


AM now preparing to leave Conſtan- 

tinople, and perhaps you will accuſe 
ie of hypocriſy, when I tell you *tis with 
regret; but as | am uſed to the air, and 
have learnt the language, I am eaſy here; 
and as much as I love travelling, I tremble 
at the inconveniencies attending fo great a 
Journey, with a numerous family, and a 
little infant hanging at the brealt. How- 
ever, I endeavour, upon-this occafion, to 
do, as I have hitherto done in all the odd 
turns of my life; turn them, if I can, to 
my diverſion. In order to this, I ramble 
every day, wrapped up in my ferigee and 
aſmack, about Conſtantinople, and amuſe 
myſelf with ſeeing all that is curious in it. 
J know you will expect that this declara- 
tion ſhould be followed with ſome account 
of what I have ſeen, But I am in no hu- 
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mbur to copy what has been writ ſo often 
over. To what purpole ſhould I tell you 
that Conſtantinople is the ancient Byzan- 
tium? that 'tis at preſent the conquelt of 
a race of people, ſuppoſed Scythians? that 
there are five or fix thouſand moſques in 
it? chat Sancta Sophia was founded by 
Juſtinian, &c. I'll affure you *tis not for 
want of learning that I forbear writing 
all theſe bright things. I could alfo, with 
very little trouble, turn over Knolles and 
Sir Paul Rycant, to give you a liſt of 
Turkiſh emperors; but I will not tell you 
what you may find in every author that 
has writ of this country. I am more in— 
clined, out of a true female ſpirit of con- 
tradiction, to tell you the falſehood of a 
great part of what you find in authors; as 
tor inſtance, in the admirable Mr Hill, 
who ſo gravely aſſerts, that he ſaw, in 
Sancta Sophia, a {ſweating pillar, very bal- 
ſamic for diſordered heads. There is not 
the leaſt tradition of any ſuch matter; and 
I ſuppoſe it was revealed to him in viſion, 
during his wonderful ſtay in the Agyptian 
C: tacombs ; tor [ am ſure he never heard 
of any ſuch miracle here. *Tis alſo very 
pleaſant to obſerve how tenderly he and 


64 EI. 


all his brethren voyage- writers, lamegt 
the miſerable confinement of the Turkiin 
ladics, who are perhaps more free than 
uny ladies in the univerſe, and are the only 
women in the world that lead a life - of 
uninterrupted pleaſure, exempt from cares, 
their whole time being ſpent in viliting, 
bathing, or the agreeable amuſement of 
ſpending- money and inventing new fa- 
ſhions. A huſband would be thought mad 
that exacted any degree of economy from 
his wife, whole expences are no way Jimit- 
ed but by her own fancy. lis his buſi- 
nels to get money, and hers to ſpend it: 
and this noble prerogative extends itfelt 
to the very meanelt of the ſex, Here is à 
fellow that carries embroidered handker- 
chiefs upon his back to ſell; and as mi- 
ſerable a Hgure as you may ſuppoſe ſuch 
a mean dealer, vet I'll aſſure you, his wiſe 
ſcorns to wear any thing leſs than cloth 
of gold; Has her ermine turs, and a very 
handſome {et of jewels tor the head. is 
true, they have no public places but the 
bagnios, and theſe can only be ſeen by 
their own ſex; however, that is a diverſion 
they take great pleaſure in. 


1 was, three days ago, at one of the | 


nent 
rkiin 
than 
only 
e- Ot 
ares, 
ting. 
It Of 
fa. 
mad 
from 
mit- 
buſi- 
d it: 
itfelt 
is 4 
lker- 
mi- 
ſuch 
wile 
zloth 
very 
»Tis 
t the 
n by 
rſion 


the 


LETTER 9. 65 


fineſt in the town, and had the opportu- 
nity of ſeeing a Turkiſh bride received 
there, and all the ceremony uſed on that 
occation, which made me recolle& the e- 
pithalamium of Helen, by Theocritus; and 
it ſeems to me, that the ſame cuſtoms 
have continued ever ſince. All the ſhe 
friends, relations and acquaintance of the 
two families, newly allied, meet at the 
bagnia; ſeveral others go out of curioſity, 
and I believe there were that day two hun- 
dred women. Thoſe that were, or had 
been married, placed themſelves round the 
rooms on the marble ſofas; but the vir- 
gins very haſtily threw off their cloaths, 
and appeared without other ornament or 
covering, than their own long hair braided 
with pearl or ribbon. Two of them met 
the bride at the door, conducted by her 
mother and another grave relation. She 
was a beautitul maid of about ſeventeen, 
very richly dreſſed, and ſhining with jewels, 
but was preſently reduced to the ſtate of 
nature. Two others filled ſilver gilt pots 
with perfume, and began the proceſſion, the 
reſt following in pairs, to the number of 
thicty. The leaders ſung an epithalami- 
um, anſwered by the others in chorus, and 
Vor. III. 1 
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the two laſt led the fair bride, her eye 
fixed on the ground, with a charming at- 
fectation of modeſty, In this order they 
marched round the three large rooms of 
the bagnio. *T1s not eaſy to repreſent to 
you the beauty of this fight, molt of them 
being well proportioned and white ſkin- 
ned; all of them perfectly ſmooth, and po- 
liſhed by the frequent uie of bathing. After 
having made their tour, the bride was 
again led to every matron round the rooms, 
who ſaluted her with 2 compliment and a 
preient, ſome of jewels, others of pieces of 
ſtuff, handkerchiefs, or little gallantries of 
that nature, which ſhe thanked them for, 
by kifling their hands. I was very well 
pleaſed with having ſeen this ceremony; 
and you may believe me, that the Turkiſl: 
ladies have. at leaſt, as much wit and civi- 
lity, nay liberty, as among us. Lis true, 
the ſame cuſtoms that give them ſo many 
opportunicies of gratifying their evil incli- 
nations (if they have any) alſo put it very 
fully in the power of their huſbands to re- 
venge themſelves, if they are diicovered; 
and I do not doubt but they ſuffer ſome- 
times for their iudiſcretions in a very ſe- 
vere manner. About two months ago, 


there was found at day break, not very far 
from my houſe, the bleeding body of a 
young woman, naked, only wrapped in 
2 coarſe ſheet with two wounds of a knife, 
one in her ſide, and another in her breaſt, 
She was not quite cold, and was ſo ſurpri— 
ſingly beautiful, that there were very few 
men in Pera that did not go to look upon 
her, but it was not poſſible for any body 
to know her, no woman's face being known. 
She was ſuppoſed to have been brought, 
in the dead of night, from the Conſtanti- 
nople ſide, and laid there. Very little 
inquiry was made about the murderer, 
and the corpſe was privately buried with- 
out noiſe. Murder is never purſued by the 
king's officers, as with us. *Tis the buſi- 
neſs of the next relations to revenge the 
dead perſon; and if they like better to 
compound the matter for money (as they 
generally do) there is no more ſaid of it. 
One would imagine this defe& in their 


government ſhould make ſuch tragedies | 


very trequent, yet they are extremely rare; 
which is enough to prove the people not 
naturally cruel. Neither do I think, in 
many other particulars, they deſerve the 
barbarous character we give them, I am 
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well acquainted with a Chriſtian woman 
of quality, who made it her choice to live 
with a Turkiſh huſband, and is a very a- 
greeable ſenſible lady. Her ſtory is ſo 
extraordinary, I cannot forbear relating 
it; but I promiſe you, it ſhall be in as 
few words as I can poſſibly expreſs it. 
She is a Spaniard, and was at Naples 
with her family, when that kingdom was 
part of the Spaniſh dominion. Coming 
from thence in a felucca, accompanied by 
her brother, they were attacked by the 
Furkiſh admiral, boarded and taken. 
And now how ſhall I modeltly tell you the 
reſt of her adventure ? The ſame accident 
happened to her, that happened to the 
fair Lucretia ſo many years before her. 
But ſhe was too good a Chriſtian to kill 
herſelf, as that heatheniſh Roman did. 
The Admiral was ſo much charmed with 
the beauty and long ſuffering of the {air 
captive, that, as his firſt compliment, he 
gave immediate liberty to her brother and 
attendants, who made haſte to Spain, and 
in a few months ſent the ſum of forr 
thouſand pounds ſterling as a ranſom tor 
his ſiſter. The Turk took the money, 


which he preſented to her, and told hen 
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ſhe was at liberty. But the. lady very diſ- 
creetly weighed the different treatment ſhe 
was likely to find in her native country. 
Her relations (as the kindeſt thing they 
could do for her in her preſent circum- 
ſtances) would certainly confine her to a 
nunnery for the reſt of her days. Her 
infide] lover was very handſome, ver 

tender, very fond of her, and laviſhed at 
her feet all the Turkiſh magnificence. She 
anſwered him very reſolutely, that her li- 
berty was not ſo precious to her as her ho- 
nour; that he could no way reſtore that but 
by marrying her; and ſhe therefore de- 
fired him to accept the ranſom as her por- 
tion, and give her the ſatisfaction of know- 
ing, that no man could boalt of her fa- 
vours without being her huſband. The 
Admiral was tranſported at this kind offer, 
and ſent back the money to her relations, 
ſaying he was too happy in her poſſeſſion. 
He married her, and never took any other 
wife, and (as the ſays herſelf) the never 
had reaſon to repent the choice ſhe made. 
He left her, ſome years after, one of the 
richeſt widows in Conſtantinople. But 
there is no remaining honourably a ſingle 
woman, and that conſideration has obliged 
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Her to marry the preſent Captain Baſt 
(i. e. admiral) his fucceffor.—-i am afraid 
that you will thiak my friend fell in love 
with her raviſher; but 1 am willing to 
take her word for it, that the ated wholly 
on principles of honour, though I think 
the might be reaſonably touched at his ge- 
neroſity, which is often found amongit the 
Turks of rank. 

is a degree of generoſity to tell the 
truth, and tis very rare that any Turk 
will aſſert a folemn falſehood. I don't 
ſpeak of the lowett fort; tor as there is a 
great deal of ignorance, there is very little 
virtue amongit them; and falſe witnefles 
are much cheaper than in Chriſtendom, 
thoſe wretches not being puniſhed (even 
when they are publicly detected) with the 
rigour they ought to be. 

Now I am {peaking of their law, I don't 
know whether I have ever mentioned to 
you one cuſtom peculiar to their country, 
I mean, adeption, very common amongſt 
the Turks, and yet more amongſt the 
Greeks and Armenians. | Not having it in 
their power to give their eſtates to a friend 
or diſtant relation, to avoid its falling into 
the Grand Signior's treaſury, when they 
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are not likely to have any children of their 
own, they chuſe ſome pretty child of either 
ſex, amongſt the meaneſt people, and carry 
the child and its parents before the Cadi, 
and there declare they receive it for their 
heir. The parents, at the ſame time, re- 
nounce all future claim to it; a writing is 
drawn and witneiled, and a child thus 
adopted, cannot be dilinherited. Yet I 
have ſeen ſome common beggars, that have 
reſuſed to part with their children in this 
manner, to ſome of the richeſt among the 
Greeks; (ſo powerful is the inſtinctive affee- 
tion that is natural to parents!) though 
the adopting fathers are generally very 
tender to theſe children of their fouls, as 
they call them. I own this cuſtom pleaſes 
me much better than our abſurd one of 
following our name. Methinks tis much 
more reaſonable to make happy and rich 
an infant whom I edvcate aſter my own 
manner, brought up (in the Turkiſh phraſe) 


upon my knees, and who has learned to look. 


upon me with a filial reſpect, than to give 
an eſtate to a creature without other merit 
or relation to me than that of a few letters. 
Yet this is an abſurdity we ſee frequently 
practiſed. 
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Armenians, perhaps it will be agreeable to 
'tell you ſomething of that nation, with 
which I am ſure you are utterly unac- 
quainted, I will not trouble you with the 
geographical account of the ſituation of 
their country, which you may fee in the 
maps; or a relation of their ancient great- 
neſs, which you may read in the Roman 
hiſtory. They are now ſubject to the 
Turks; and, being very induſtrious in 
trade, and increaſing and multiplying, are 
diſperſed in great numbers through all the 
Turkith dominions. They were, as they 
ſay, converted to the Chriſtian religion 
by St Gregory, -and are perhaps the de- 
vouteſt Chriſtians in the whole world. The 
chief precepts of their prieſts mjoin the 
ſtrict keeping of their lents which are, at 
leaſt, ſeven months in every year, and are 
not to be diſpenſed with on the moſt emer- 
gent neceflity; no occaſion whatever can 
excuſe them, if they touch any thing more 
than mere herbs or roots (without oil) and 
plain dry bread. That is their conſtant 
diet. Mr W-—y has one of his 
interpreters of this nation, and the poor 
fellow was brought ſo low by the ſeverity 
of his ſaſts, that his life was deſfaired ot, 
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Yet neither his maſter's commands, nor the 
doctor's entreaties (who declared nothing 
elſe could fave his life,) were powerful 
enough to prevail with him to take two or 
three ſpoonfuls of broth. Excepting this, 
which may rather be called a cuſtom, than 
an article of faith, I ſee very little in their 
religion different from ours. Tis true, 
they ſeem to incline very much to Mr 
Whiſton's doctrine; neither do I think the 
Greek Church very diſtant from it, ſince 
tis certain, the Holy Spirit's proceeding 
only from the Father is making a plain 
ſubordination. in the Son.—— Bur 
the Armenians have no notion of tran- 
ſubſtantiation, whatever account Sir Paul 
Rycaut gives of them, (which account, I 
am apt to believe, was deſigned to com- 
pliment our court in 1679) and they have 
a great horror for thoſe amongſt them 
that change to the Roman religion. What 
is moſt extraordinary in their cuſtoms, is 
their matrimony; a ceremony, I believe, 
unparallel'd all over the world. They 


are always promiſed very young; but the 
elpouled never ſee one another, till three 


days after their marriage. The bride is 


carried to church with a cap on her head, 
Vor. III. K 
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in the faſhion of a large trencher, and 
over it a red ſilken veil, which covers her 
all over to her feet. The prieſt aſks the 
bridegroom, Whether he is contented to 
marry that woman, be /he deaf, be ſhe blind ? 
Theſe are the literal words : to which ha- 
ving anſwered, yes, ſhe is led home to his 
houſe, accompanied with all the friends 
and relations on both fides, ſinging and 
dancing, and is placed on a cuſhion in the 
corner of the ſofa; but her veil is never 
lifted up, not even by her huſband. There 
is ſomething ſo odd and monſtrous in theſe 
ways, that I could not believe them, till 1 
had enquired of ſeveral Armenians myſelf, 
who all affared me of the truth of them, 
particularly one young fellow, who wept 
when he ſpoke of it, heing promiſed by his 
mother to a girl that he muſt marry in this 
manner, though he proteſted to me} he 
had rather die than ſubmit to this flavery, 
having already figured his bride to himſeli, 
with all the deformities of nature. I 
fancy I ſee you bleſs yourſelf at this ter - 
rible relation. I cannot conclude my letter 
with a more ſurpriſing ſtory; yet 'tis as 
ſeriouſly true, as that I am, 
Dear ſiſter, yours, Cc. Cc. 


EE 


LETTER XLII. 
To the Abbot o 


 Conftantinople May 19. O. S. 1718. 


A M extremely pleaſed with hearing 

from you, and my vanity (the darling 
irailty of human kind) not a little flattered 
by the uncommon queſtions you aſk me, 
though L am utterly incapable of anſwer- 
ing them. And, indeed, were | as 
a mathematician as Euclid himſelf, it re- 
quires an age's ſtay to make juſt obſerva» 
tions on the air and vapours. I have not 
yet been a full year here, and am on the 
point of removing. Such is my rambling 
deſtiny. This will ſurpriſe you, and can 
ſurptiſe no body fo much as myſelf. Per- 
haps you will accuſe me of lazineſs or dul- 
nets, or both together, that can leave this 
place, without giving you ſome account of 
the Turkiſh court, I can only tell you, 
that if you pleaſe to read Sir Paul Rycaut, 
you will there find * and true account 
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of the viziers, the beglerbys, the civil and 
ſpiritual government, the officers of the ſe- 
raglio, &c. things that 'tis very eaſy to 
procure liſts of, and therefore may be de- 
pended on; though other ſtories, God 
knows—---1 ſay no more every body 
is at liberty to write their own remarks; 
the manners of people may change; or 
ſome of them eſcape the obſervation of 
travellers; but *tis not the ſame of the go- 
vernment; and, for that reaſon; ſince I 
can tell you nothing new, I will tell you 
nothing of it. In the ſame ſilence ſhall be 
paſſed over the arſenal and ſeven towers; 
and for moſques, I have already deſcribed 
one of the nobleſt to you very particularly. 
But I cannot forbear taking notice to you 
of a miſtake of Gemelli, (chough I honour 
him in a much higher degree than any 
other voyage - writer :) he ſays that there 
are no remains of Calcedon; this is cer- 
tainly a miſtake: I was there yeſterday, 
and went croſs the canal in my galley, the 
ſex being very narrow between that city 
and Conſtantinople. Tis ſtill a large 
town, and has ſeveral moſques in it. The 
Chriſtians ſtill call it Calcedonia, and the 
Turks give it a name I ſorgot, but which 
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is. only a corruption of the ſame word. I 
ſuppoſe this is an error of his guide, which 
his thort {tay hindered him from rectifying; 
tor | have, in other matters, a very juit 
eſteem for his veracity. Nothing can be 
pleaſanter than the canal; and the Turks 
are ſo well acquainted with its beauties, 
that all their pleaſure-ſeats are built on its 
banks, where they have, at the ſame time, 
the moſt beautiful proſpects in Europe and 
Aſia; there are, near one another, ſome 


hundreds of magnificent palaces. . Human 


grandeur being here yet more unſtable 
than any where elſe, tis common for the 
heirs of a great-three-tailed baſſa, not to be 
rich enough to keep in repair the houſe he 
built; thus, in a few years, they all fall to 
ruin. I was yeſterday to ſee that of the 
late Grand Vizier, who was killed at Peter- 
waradin. It was built to receive his royal 
bride, daughter of the preſent Sultan; 
but he did not live to ſee her there. 


J have à great mind to deſeribe it to you; 


but I check that inclination, knowing very 
well that J cannot give you, with my belt 
deſcription, ſuch an idea of it as I ought. Lt 
is ſituated on one of the moſt delightful 
parts of the canal, with a fine wood on the 
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fide of a hill behind it. The extent of it is 
prodigious ; the guardian aſſured me, there 
are eight hundred rooms in it; I will not, 
however, anſwer for that aumber. ſince L 
did not count them; but, tis certain the 
number is very large, and the whole adorn- 
ed, with a protution of marble, gilding, 
and the moſt exquiſite painting of fruit 
and flowers. The windows are all ſaſhed 
with the fineſt chryltaline glaſs brought 
trom England; and here is all the expen- 
five maguificence that you can ſuppoſe in 
a palace founded by a vain luxurious 
young man, with the wealth of a vaſt em - 
pire at his command. But no part of it 
pleaſed me better than the apartments del- 
tined - for the bagnios. There, are two 
built exactly in the ſame manner, anſwer- 
ing to one another; the baths, fountains, 

and pavements, all of white marble, the 
roofs gilt, and the walls covered with Ja- 


pan china. Adjoining to them are two. 


rooms, the uppermoſt of which is divided 
into a ſofa; and in the four corners are 
falls of water from the very roof, ſrom 
{hell to ſhell of white marble,to the Jower 
end of the room, where it falls into a large 
paſon, fyrrounded with pipes, chat throw 
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up the water as high as the roof. The walls 
ure in the nature of lattices; and, on the 
outſide of them, there are vines and wood- 
bines planted, that form a ſort of green 
tapeſtry, and give an agreeable obſcurity 
to thoſe delightful chambers. I ſhould 
go on, and let you into ſome of the other 
apartments (all worthy your curioſity ;) 
but *tis yet harder to deſcribe a Turkiſh 
palace than any other, being built entirely 
irregular. There is nothing that can b: 
properly called front or wings; and tho” 
ſuch a confuſion is, I think, pleaſing to the 


_ fight, yet it would be very unintelſigible in 


a letter. I thall only add, that rhe cham- 
ber deſtined tor the Sultan, when he vifits 
his daughter, is wainſcotted with mother 
of pearl, faſtened with emeralds like nails. 
There are others of mother of pearl and 
olive wood inlaid, and ſeveral of Japan 
china. The galleries, which are nume- 
rous and very large, are adorned with jars 
of flowers, and porcelain diſhes of fruit of 
all ſorts, ſo well done in plaiſter, and co- 
loured in ſo lively a manner, that it has an 
enchanting effect. ' he garden is ſuitable 
to the houſe, where arbours, fountains 
and walks, are thrown together in an 
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agreeable confuſion. There is no orna« 
ment wanting, except that of ſtatues. Thus, 
you ſee, Sir, theſe people are not ſo unpo- 
liſhed as we repreſent them. Tis true, 
their magnificence is of a different taſte 
from ours, and perhaps of a better. I am 
almoſt of opinion, they have a right notion 
of life. They conſume it in muſic, gar- 
dens, wine, and delicate eating, while we are 
tormenting our brains with ſome ſcheme 
of politics, or ſtudying ſome ſcience to 
which we can never attain, or, if we do, 
cannot perſuade other people to ſet that 
value upon it we do. ourſelves. ' "Ts cer- 
tain, what we feel and ſee is properly (if 
any thing is properly) our own ; but the 

ood of fame, the tolly of praile, are hardly 
purchaſed, and when obtained, a poor re- 
compenſe for lots of time and health. We 
die or grow old befyre we can reap the 
fruit of our labours. Conſidering what 
ſhort-lived weak animals men are, is there 
any ſtudy ſo beneficial as the ſtudy of pre- 
ſent pleaſure? I dare not purſue this theme; 
perhaps I have already ſaid too much, but 
depend upon the true knowledge you have 
of my heart. 1 don't expect from you the 
inſipid railleries I ſhould ſuffer from an- 

I 


ther 
how 
that 

the h 
lug] 
ſayin 
with 


ton \ 


L. 

lai 
when 
often 
might 
in thi 


LETTERS 856 


ther in anſwer to this letter. You know 
how to divide the idea of pleaſure from 
that of vice, and they are only mingled in 
the heads of fools But I allow you to 
laugh at me for the ſenſual declaration in 
ſaying, that [| bad rather be a rich Effendi, 
with all his ignorance, than Sir Iſaac New- 
ton with all his knowledge. 


L aw; Sir, &c; G 


LETTER XUV, 


To the Abbot 


Tunis, July 31. O. S. 1718. 


LE F T Conſtantinople the ſixth of the 

lait month, and this is the firit poſt from 
whence I could tend a letter, tho' 1 have 
often withed for the opportunity, that L 
might impart ſome of the pleaſure I found 
in this voyage, thro' the molt agreeable 
part of the world, where every ſcene pre- 
ſents me ſome poctical idea. 
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Warm'd with pnetic tranſport I ſurvey 

Th' immortal iſlands, and the well known ſea; 
For here ſo oft the muſe her harp has ſtrung, 
That not a mountain reais its head unſung. 


I beg your pardon for this ſally, and 
will, it I can, continue the relt ot my ac- 
count in plain proſe. The ſecond day 
after we ſer ſail, we paſſed Galli polis, a fair 
city, ſituated in the bay of Cherſoneſus, 
and much reſpected by the Turks, being 
the firſt town they took in Europe. At 
five the next morning, we anchored in the 
Helleſpont, between the caſtles of Seſtos 
and Abydos, now called the Dardanelli. 
Theſe are now two little ancient cattles, 
but of no ſtrength, being commanded by 
a riſing ground behind them, which I con- 


feſs I ſhould never have taken notice of, it 


I had not heard it obterved by our captain 
and officers, my imagination being wholly 
employed by the tragic ſtory that you are 
well acquainted with:: 


The {wimming lover and the nightly bride, 
How Hero lov'd and how Leander died. 


Verſe again I-II am certainly infected by 

the poetical air | have paſſed through. 

That of Abydos is undoubtedly very amo- 
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ro!'s, ſince that ſoft paſſion betrayed the 
caltle into the hands of the Turks who be- 
fieged it in the reign of Orchanes. The 
Governor's daughter imagining to have 
ſeen her future huſband in a dream (tho 
] don't find ſhe had either ſlept upon bride- 
cake, or kept St Agnes's fait) tancied ſhe 
ſaw the dear figure in the form of one of 
her beſiegers; and being willing to obey 
her deſtiny, toſſed a note to him over the 
wall, with the offer of her perſon and the 
delivery of the caſtle. He ſhewed it to his 
general, who conſented to try the ſincerity 
of her intentions, and withdrew his ariay, 
ordering the Foung man to return with a 
ſelect body of men at midnight. She ad- 
mitted him avgbe appointed hour, he de- 
ſtroyed the garriſon, took the father pri- 
ſoner, and made her his wile. "This town 
is in Alia, firſt founded by the Mileſians. 
Seſtos is in Europe, and was once the 
principal city of Cherſoneſus. Since 1 
have ſeen this ſtrait, I find nothing impro- 
bable 1n the adventure of Leander, or very 
wondertul in the bridge of boats of Xerxes. 
Tis ſo narrow, *tis not ſurpriſing a young 
lover ſhould attempt to ſwim, or an ambi- 
vous king try to paſs his army over it, 
2 


— 


= — "4 n * 
” 


5 > 
_ 
— * 4 - 
S dancer — : — 
* * 
D — « 
5 1 5 1 — 
— 92 1 x 


— — 
2 


Fg — 2 
— —_—— — 
— FQ 
— * — * 
- - _ < - 
- 2 * os _ 
1 ” 
” 


* 
1 ' 
i 


24 L ETT ERS 


But then, 'tis ſo ſubje& to ſtorms, *tis no 
wonder the lover periſhed, and the bridge 
was broken. From hence we had a full 
view of Mount Ida, 


Where Juno once careſs'd her amorous Jove, 
And the world's maſter lay ſubdu'd by Love. 


Not many leagues ſail from hence, I ſaw 
the point of land where poor old Hecuba 
was buried, and about a league from that 
place 1 is Cape Janizary, the famous pro- 
montory of Sigzum, where we anchored. 

My curiolity ſupplied me with ſtrength to 
climb to the top of it, to ſee the place 
where Achilles was buried, and where 
Alexander ran naked round his tomb, in 
honour of him, which no doubt was a 
great comfort to his ghoſt, I ſaw there, 
the ruins of a very large city, and found 
a ſtone, on which Mer W--—y plainly di- 
ftinguiſhed the words of Sigæn Polin. We 
ordered this on board the ſhip, but were 
thewed others much more curious by a 
Greek prielt, though a very ignorant fel- 
low, that could give no tolerable account 


of any thing. On each fide the door of 


this little church ly two large ſtones, 


about ten feet long each, five in breadth, 


as Ty —_ 


rn 


and three in thickneſs. That on the right 
is a very fine white marble, the ſide of E 
beautifully carved in bas- relief; it repre- 
ſents a woman, who ſeems to be de ſigned 
for ſome deity, fitting on a chair with a 
footſtool, and before her another woman, 
weeping and preſenting to her a young 
child that ſhe has in her arms, followed by 
a proceſſion ot women with children in the 
ſame manner. Thus is certainly part of a 
very aucient tomb; but I dare not pretend 
to give the true explanation of it, On the 
ſtone on the leſt fide, is a very fair in{ciip» 
tion; but the Greek is Loo ancient tor Mr 
W y's interpretation. I am very ſorry 
not to have the original in my poll-lon; 
which might have been purchaicd of the 
poor inhabitants for a ſmall ſam of money. 
But our captain aſſured us, that without 
having machines made on purpoſe, *twas 
impoſlible to bear it to the ſea-ſide, and 
when it was there, his long-boat would 
not be large enough to hold it. 

The ruins of this great city are now in- 
babited by poor Greek peaſants, who wear 
the Sciote habit, the women being in ſhort 
petticoats, faſtened by ſtraps round their 
oulders, and large ſmock ſleeves of white 
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linen, wit! neat ſhoes and Rockings, and 
on their heads a large piece of "muſlin, 
which falls in large folds on their ſhoul- 
ders. One of my "countrymen, Mr Sands, 
(whoſe book I doubt not you have read, 
as one of the belt of its kind) ſpeaking of 
theſe ruins, ſuppoſes them to have been 
the ſoundation of a city begun by Con- 
ſtantine, before his building Byzantium ; 
but I ſee no good reaſon for that imagina- 
tion, and am apt to believe them much 
more ancient. 

We ſaw very plainly from this promon- 
tory, the river Simois rolling from Mount 
Ida, and running through a very ſpacious 
valley. It is now a conliderable river, 
and is called Simores; it is joined in the 
vale by the Scamander, which appeared a 
ſmall ſtream half choaked with mud, but is 
perhaps large in the winter. This was 
Xanthus amongſt the gods, as Homer tells 
us; and 'tis by that heavenly name the 
nymph Oenone invokes it, in her epiſtle to 
Paris. The Trojan virgins uſed to offer 
their firſt favours to it by the name of Sca- 
mander, till the adventure which Monſ. 
de la Fontaine has told ſo agreeably, abo- 
liſhed that heathemith ceremony. When 
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the ſtream is mingled with the Simois, 
they run together to the ſea. 

All that is now left of Troy is the ground 
on which it ſtood; for I am firmly per- 
ſuaded whatever pieces ot antiquity may 
be found round it, are much more modern, 
and I think Strabo ſays the ſame thing, 
However, there is ſome pleaſure in ſecint: 
the valley where I imagined the famous 
duel of Menelaus- and Paris had been 
fought, and where the greatelt city in the 

world was ſituated. "Tis certainly the 
nobleſt ſituation that can be found for 
the head of a great empire, much to be 
preferred to that of Conſtantinople, the 
harbour here being always convenient for 
thips from all parts of the world, and that 
of Conſtantinople inaccetlible almoſt ſix 
months in the year, while the north wind 
reigns. 

North of the promontory of Sigzum we 
ſaw that of Rhæteum, famed for the ſe- 
pulchre of Ajax. While I viewed theſe 
celebrated fields and rivers, I admired the 
exact geography of Homer, whom 1 had 
in my hand, Almoſt every epithet he gives 
to a mountain or plain, is {till jult ſor it; 


and I ſpent ſeveral hours here in as agrees 
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able cogitations, as ever Don Quixote had 
on mount Montelinos, We failed next 
night to the thore where 'tis vulgarly re- 
ported Troy itood; and 1 took the pains 
of riling at two in the morning to view 
coolly thoſe ruins which are commonly 
ſhewed to ſtrangers, and which the Turks 
call £/ki Stamboul, i. e. Old Conltanti- 
nople. For that reaſon, as well as ſome 
others, I conjecture them to be the remains 
of that city begun by Conſtantine, I hired 
an als (the only voiture to be had there) 
that I might go ſome miles into the coun- 
try, and take a tour round the ancient 
walls, which are of a valt extent. We 
{ound the remains of a caſtle on a hill, 
and of another in a valley, ſeveral broken 
pillars, and two pedeſtals, from which L 
took theſe Latin inſcriptions: 


DIVI. AUG. COL. 

ET. COL. 1UL, PHILIPPENSI 
EORUN DEM. Er. PRINCIP, Aux 
COL. 1UL. PARIANAE. TRIBUN. 

MILIF. COH. XXXIL, VOLUN TAR, 

TRIBE. MILIT. LEG. X111: GEM. 

 PRAEFECTO EQUIT. ALAE. 1, 
SCUBULORUM 
vic. vill. 
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DiVI. IULI, FLAMINI 
C. ANTONIO, M. F. 
VOLT. RUFO. FLAMIN. 
| DIV. AUG. COL. CL, APRENS, 
ET. COL, 1UL., PHILIPENSIS 
EORUNDEM. ET. PRINCIP. 1 CEM 
COL. IUL. PARIANAE. TRIB 
MiLIT. COH. XXXII. VOLUNTARIOR. 
TRIB. MILID. XIII. 
GEM. PRAEF. t QUIT. ALAE. I. 
SCUBULORUM 
VIC. VII. 


I do not doubt but the remains of a temple 

near this place, are the ruins of one de- 
dicated to Augultus ; and I know not why 
Mr Sands calls it a Chriſtian temple, fiance 
the Romans certainly built hereabouts. 
Here are many tombs of fine marble, and 
valt pieces of granate, which are daily leſ- 
ſened by the prodigious balls that the 
Turks make, from them, tor their cannon. 
We paſled that evening the iſle of Tenedos, 
once under the patronage of Apollo, as he 
gave it in himſelf in the particulars of his 
eſtute, when he courted Daphne. It is but 
ten miles in circuit, but in thoſe days very 
rich and well peopled, ſtill famous for its 
excellent wine, 1 ſay nothing of Tenes, 
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from whom it was called; but naming” 
Myteline, where we paſled next, I cannot 
forbear mentioning Leſbos, where Sappho 
ſung and Pittacus reigned, famous for the 
birth of Alcæus, Theophraſtus and Arion, 
thoſe maſters in poetry, philoſophy and 
mutic. This was one of the la Iſlands 
that remained in the Chriſtian dominion. 
after the conqueſt of Conftantmople by the 
Turks. But need | talk to you of Catucu- 
ſeno, &c. princes that you are as well ac- 
quainted with as Fata? "Twas with regret 
ay us ſail from this land into the Egean 
fea, now the Ar-hipclago, leaving Scio 
(the ancient Chios) on the left, which is the 
richeſt and molt populous of theſe iſlands, 
fruitful in cotton, corn and filk, planted 
with groves oF orange and lemon trees, and 
the Arviſian mountain fill celebrated for 
the neQar that Virgil mentions. Here is 
the belt manufacture of ſilks in all Turkey. 
The town is well built, the women famous 
for their beauty, and ſhew their faces as in 
Chriſtendom. There are many rich fa- 
milies; though they confine their magniii- 
cence to the infide of their houſes, to avoid 
the jealouſy of the Turks, who have a 
Baſſa here: however, they enjoy a reaſon- 
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able liberty, and indulge the genius of 
their country ; 


* And eat, aud ſing, and dance away their time, | 
„ Freſh as their groves, and happy as their clime.” 


Their chains hang lightly on them, tho”. 
tis not long ſince they were impoſed, not 
being under the Turk till 1566. But per- 
haps tis as ealy to obey the Grand Signior 
as the ſtate of Genoa, to whom they were 
ſold by the Greek Emperor. But l forget 
myſelt in theſe hiſtorical touches, which 
are very impertinent when 1 write to you. 
Paſling the ſtrait between the iſlands of 
Andros and Achaia, now Libadia, we ſaw. 
the promontory of Lunium, now called 
cape Colonna, where are yet ſtanding the 
vait pillars of a temple of Minerva. This 
venerable fight made me think, with double 
regret, on a beautiful temple of 'Theſeus, 
which I am affured was almoſt entire at 
Athens till the laſt campaign in the Morea, 
that the Turks filled it with gun-powder, 
and it was accidentally blown up. Y ou may 
believe I had-a great mind to land on the 
tam'd Peloponneſus, though it were only 
to look on the rivers of Aſopus, Peneus, 
Inachus, and Eurotas, the fields of Arcadia, 
M 2 
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and other ſcenes of ancient mythology. 
But inſtead of demi-gods and heroes, I 
was credibly informed, *tis now over-run 
by robbers, and that i ſhould run a great 
riſque of falling into their hands by under- 
taking fuch a journey through a defart 
country, for which however I have ſo 
much reſpect, that I have much ado to 
hinder myſelf from troubling you with its 
whole hiſtory from the foundation of Ny- 
cana and Corinth to the laſt campaign 
there; but I check the inclination, as I did 
that of landing. We failed quietly by 
cape Angelo, once Malea, where I ſaw no 
remains of the famous temple of Apollo. 
We came that evening in ſight of Candia: 
it is very mountainous; we eaſily diſtin- 
guiſhed that of Ida.—We have Virgil's 
authority that here were a huudred cities. — 


| —— Centum urbes habitant magnas. 


The chief of them-—--the ſcene of mon- 
ſtrous paſſions.----Metellus firſt conquered 
this birth-place of his jupiter; it fell after- 
wards/into the hands of I am running 
on to the very ſiege of Candia: and am 10 
angry with myſelf, that I will paſs by all 
the other iſlands with this general reflec- 


tion, that tis impoſſible to imagine any 
thing more agreeable than this journey 
would have been two or three thouſand 
years ſince, when, after drinking a dith of 
tea with Sappho, I might have gone, the 
ſame evening, to viſit the temple of Homer 
in Chios, and paſſed this voyage in taking 
plans of magnificent temples, delineating 
the miracles of ſtatuaries, and converting 
with the molt polite and moſt gay of man- 
kind. Alas! art is extin&here; the wonders 
of nature alone remain; and it is with vaſt 
pleaſure I obſerved thoſe of Mount AÆtna, 
whoſe ſlame appears very bright in the 
night many leagues off at ſea, and fills the 
head with a thouſand conjectures, How- 
ever, I honour philoſophy too much, to 
imagine it could turn that of Empedocles 


and Lucian 1hall never make me believe- 


ſuch a ſcandal of a man of whom Lucre- 
tius ſays, | 


— Vir humapa videtur ſtirpe creatus.“ 


We paſſed Trinacria without hearing 
any of the ſyrens that Homer deſcribes, 
and, being thrown on neither Scylla nor 
Charybdis, came ſafe to Malta, firit called 


Melita, from the abundauce of honey, It 
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is 2 whole rock covered with very little 
<arth. The grand maſter lives here in the 
{late of a ſovereign prince; but his ſtrength 


at fea now is very ſmall, The ſortifica- 


tions are reckoned the beſt in the world, 
all cnt in the fokd rock with mtinite ex- 
pence and labour, ——Off this iſland we 


were tofſed by a ſevere Rorm, and were. 


very glad, after eight days, to be able to 
put in to Porta Farina on the African 
ſhore, where our ſhip now rides. At Tunis 
we were met by the Englith conſul who 
reſides here. I readily accepted of the 
offer of his houſe there for jome days, 
being very curious to ſee this part of the 
world, and particularly the ruins of Car- 
thage. I ſet out in his chaile at nine at 
night, the moon, being at full. I au the 
proſpect of the country almoſt as, well as 
I could have done by day-light; and the 
Heat of the ſun is now ſo intolerable, tis 
impoſſible to travel at any other time, 
The ſoil is, for the molt part, ſandy, but 
every where fruitful of date, olive, and fig 
trees, which grow. without art, yet afford 
the moſt deff 

Their vineyards and melon fields are in- 


clos'd by hedges of that plant we call 


icious fruit in the world. 


tlie y 


E IEA 9 


Indian fig, which is an admirable ſence, 
no wild beaſt being able to paſs it. It 
grows a great height, very thick, and the 
{pikes or thorns are as long and tharp as 
bodkins; it bears a fruit much eaten by the 
peaſants, and which h:5 no ill taſte. 

It being now the ſeaſon of the Turkiſh 
ramadan, or Lent, and all here profeſſing, 
at leait, the Mahometan religion, they fait 
till he going down of the ſun, and ſpend 
the night in feaſting. We faw under the 
trees, companies of the country people, 
eating, ſinging, and dancing to their wild 
mufic. "They are not quite black, but all 
mulattoes, aud the molt frightful creatur: ; 
that can appear in a buman figure. They 
are almolt naked, only wearing a piece bf 
coar'e ſerge wrapped about them. But 


the women have their arms, to their yery 


thoulders, and their necks and faces, adorn - 
ed with flowers, ſtars, and various ſorts of 
hgures impreſſed by gun-poweer; a con- 
ſiderable addition to their natural defor- 
mity; which is, however, eſteemed very 
oruamental amongſt them; and I believe 
they ſuſfer a good deal of pain by it, 
About ſix miles from Tunis, we ſaw the 
remains of that noble aqueduct, w hisa 
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carried the water to Carthage, over ſeveral 
high mountains, the length of torty miles. 
There are ſtill many arches entire, We 
ſpent two hours viewing it with great at- 
tention, and Mr W-----y affared me, that 
of Rome is very mach inferior to it. The 
ſtones are of a prodigious ſize, and yet all 
poli{h'd, and ſo exactly fitted to each other, 
very little cement has been made uſe of to 
join them. Yet they may probably ſtand 
a thouſand years longer, if art is not made 
uſe of to pull them down. Soon after day- 
break I arrived at Tunis, a town fairly 
built of very white ſtone, but quite with- 
out gardens, which, they ſay, were all 
deſtroyed when the Turks firſt took it, 
none having been planted lince. The dry 
ſand gives a very diſagreeable proſpect to 
the eye; and the want of ſhade contribu- 
ting to the natural heat of the climate, 
renders it ſo exceſſive, that I have much 
ado to ſupport it. *T1s true, here is every 
noon the refreſhment of the ſea brecze, 
without which it would be impoſſible to 
live; but no frelh water, but what is pre- 
ſerved in the ciſterns, of the rains that fall 
in the month of September. The women 
of the town go vdiled atem head to ſoct 
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under a black crape, and being mix'd with 
a breed of renegadoes are {aid to be many 
of them fair and handſome. This city 
was belieged in 1270, by Lewis king of 
France, who died under the walls of it, of 
24 peſtilential fever. After his death, Phi- 
lip his ton, and our priuce Edward, ton of 
Henry the III. raiſed the liege on honour- 
able terms. It remained under its natural 
African kings, till betrayed into the hands 
of Barbaroita, admiral of Solyman the 
Magnificent Ihe Emperor Charles V. 
expelled Barbarofla, but it was recovered 
by the Turk under the conduct of Hinan 
Baila, in the reign of Selim Ui, From that 
time till now, it, has remained tributary to 
the Grand Signior, governed by a Bey, 
who ſuffers the name ot ſubject to the Turk, 
but hath renounced the ſubjection, being 
abſolute, and very ſeldom paying any tri- 
bute. The great city of Gagdat, is, at 


this time, in the {ame circumitances; and 


the Grand Signior connives at the Jots of 
theſe dominions, for fear of loſing even 
the titles of thein. 

went very early yeſterday morning (af- 
ter one night's repoſe) to fee the roms of 
Carthage. — I was however half broiled 
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in the ſun, and overjoyed to be led into 
one of the ſubterranean apartments, which 
they called, 7he tables of the elephants, but 
which I cannot believe were ever deſigned 
for that uſe, I found in many of them 
broken pieces of columns of fine marble, 
and ſome porphyry. I cannot think any 
body would take the inſignificant pains of 
carrying them hither, and I cannot imagine 
ſuch fine pillars were deſigned for the uſe 
of ſtables. I am apt to believe they were 
ſammer apartments under their palaces, 
which the heat of the climate rendered 
neceſſary. They are now uſed as grana- 
ries by the country people. While L 
ſat here, from the town of Texts not far 
off, many of the women fiocked in to ſee 
me, and we were equally entertained with 
viewing one another, Their poſture in 
ſitting, the colour of their ſkin, their lank 
black hair falling on each fide their faces, 
their features, and the ſhape of their limbs, 
differ ſo little from their country-people 
the baboens, 'tis hard to fancy them a di- 
ſtinct race; I could not help thinking there 
had been ſome ancient alliances between 
them. 
When I was a little reireſhed by reſt, 
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and ſome milk and exquiſite fruit they 
brought me, I went up the little hill where 
once ſtood the caltle of Byrſa, and from 
thence I had a diſtinct view of the ſitua- 
tion of the famous city of Carthage, which 
itood on an iſthmus, the fea coming on 
cach fide of it. Tis now a marſhy ground 
on one ſide, where there are ſalt ponds. 
Strabo calls Carthage forty miles in cir- 
cumference. There are now no remains 
of it, but what I have deſcribed; and the 
hiſtory of it is too well known to want any 
abridgement of it. You ſee, Sir, that I 
think you eſteem obedience better than 
compliments. I have anſwered your let- 
ter by giving you the accounts you deſired, 
and I have reſerved my thanks to the con- 
eluſion. I intend to leave this place to- 
morrow, and continue my journey through 
Italy and France, In one of thoſe places 
I hope to tell you by word of mouth, that 
I am, 


Your humble ſervant, &c. Cc. 
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L ET TEN XLV. 
To the Counteſs of —--- 


Genoa, Aug. 28. O. 8, 1718. 


BEG your pardon, my dear liſter, 

that I did not write to you from Tunis, 
the only opportunity I have had, ſince L 
left Conſtantinople. But the heat there 
was ſo exceſſive, and the light ſo bad for 
the ſight, | was half blind by writing one 
letter to the Abbot -------- , and durit not 
go to write many others I had deſigned; 
nor indeed could 1 have entertained you 
very well out of that barbarous country. 
I am now ſurrounded with ſubjects of 
pleaſure, and ſo much charmed with the 
beauties of, Italy, that I ſhould think it a 
kind of ingratitude not to offer a little 
praiſe in return for the diverſion I have 
had here. I am in the houſe of Mrs 
D'Avenant at St Pierre d'Arena, and 
ſhould be very unjuſt not to allow her a 
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ſhare of that praiſe I ſpeak of, ſince her 


good humour and good company have 
very much contributed to render this place 
agrecable to me. 

Genoa is fituated in a very fine bay, and 
being built on a riſing hill, intermixed with 
gardens, and beautified with the moſt ex- 
cellent architecture, gives a very fine pro- 
ipe& of at ſea; though it loſt much of its 
beauty in my eyes, havit ng been accuſtonied 
to that of Conitantinople. The Genoeſe 
were once maſters of teveral iſlands in the 
Arcuipelago, and all that part of Conſtan— 
tinople which is now called Ga/ata. Their 
betraying the Chriltian cauſe, by facilita- 
ting the taking of Conſtantinople by the 
Turk, deſervedꝗ what has luce happened 
to them, even the loſs of all their conguelts 
on that fide to thoſe inſidels. They are 
at preſent far from rich, and are deſpiſe 
by the French, ſince their doge was forced 
by the late king to go in perſon to Paris, 
to alk pardon tor ſuch a trifle as the arms 
of France over the houſe of the envoy, 
being {pattered with dung in the night. 
This, | ſuppoſe, was done by iome of "the | 
Spanilh faction, which ſtill makes up the 
najority here, though they dare not open- 
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ly declare it. The ladies affet the French 
habit, and are more genteel than thoſe 
they imitate, I do not doubt but the cuſ- 
tom of Cizibeis has very much improved 
their airs. I know not whether you ever 
heard of thefe auimals. Upon my word, 
nothing but my own eyes could have con- 
vinced me there were any ſuch upon earth. 
The faikion began here, and is now re- 
cerved all over Italy, where the huſbands 
are not ſuch terrible creatures as we repre- 
ſent them. There are none among them 


ſuch brutes, as to pretend to find fault 


with a euſtom ſo well eſtabliſhed, and ſo 
politically ſounded, ſince I am aſſured, 
that it was an expedient, firſt fonnd out 
by the ſenate, to put an end tothoſe fami- 
ly hatreds which tore their ſtate to pieces, 
and to find employment for thoſe young 
men, who were forced to cut one another's 
throats, pour paſſer le temps; and it has 
ſucceeded ſo well, that ſince the inſtitution 
of Cizibei, there has been nothing but 
peace and good humour amongſt them. 
"Theſe are gentlemen who devote them- 
ſelves to the ſervice of a particular lady 
(I mean a married one,) tor the virgins 
are all inviſible, and confined to convents 


call 
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They are obliged to wait on her to all pu- 
blic places, ſuch as the plays, operas, and 
aſſemblies, (which are called here Conver- 
fations) where they wait behind her chair, 
take care of her fan and gloves, if ſhe 
plays, have the privilege of whiſpers, Cc. 
—--When ſhe goes out, they ſerve her in- 
ſtead of lacqueys, gravely trotting by her 
chair. Tis their buſineſs to prepare for 
her a preſent againſt any day ot public 
appearance, not torgetting that of her own 
name “; in ſhort, they are to ſpend all 
their time and money in her ſervice, who 
rewards them accordingly (lor opportuni— 
ty they want none) but the huſband is 
not to have the impudence to ſuppoſe this 
any other than pure Platonic triend{hip, 
'Tis true, they endeavour to give her a 
Cizibei of their own chuſing; but when 
the lady happens not to be of the ſame 
taſte, as that often happens, ſhe neyer fails 
to bring it about to have one of her own 
fancy. In former times, one beauty uſed 
to have eight or ten of theſe humble ad- 
mirers; but thoſe days of plenty and hu- 


That is the day of the ſaint after whom ihe 15 
calle J. 
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mility are no more. Men grew more 
ſcarce and faucy, and every lady is torced 
to content herſelf with one at a time. 

You may lee in this place the glorious 
liberty of a republic, or, more properly, an 
ariſtocracy, the common people being here 
as arrant ſlaves as: the French; but the old 
nobles pay little reſpect to the doge, wh 
is but two years in his office, and whoſe 
wife, at that very time, aſſumes no rank 
above another noble lady. is true, the 
family of Andrea Doria (that great man, 
who reſtored them that liberty they enjoy) 
have ſome particular privileges. When 
the ſenate found it neceſſary to put a itop 
to the luxury of dreſs, forbidding the wear- 
ing of jewels and brocades, they left them 
at liberty to make What expence they plea- 
ſed. I look with great pleaſure on the 
ſtatue of that hero; which is in the court 
belonging to the houſe of duke Doria, 


This puts me in mind of their pataces, 


which I can never deleribe as I ought.—- 

Is it not enough that | ſay, they are molt 

of them the deſign of Palladio? The ſtreet 

called Strada Nova, is perhaps the molt 

eautiful line of building in the world. I 

muſt- particularly mention the vaſt palaces 
2 5 + 
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bf Durazzo, thoſe of the two Balbi, joined 
together by a magnificent colonade, that 
of the Imperiale at this village of St Pierre 
d'Arena, and another of the Doria. The 
perfection of architecture, and the utmoſt 
profuſion- of rich furniture are to be ſeen 
here, diſpoſed with the molt elegant taſte, 
and lavith magnificence. But l am charm- 
ed with nothing ſo much as the collection 
of pictures by the pencils of Raphael, 
Paulo Veroneſe, Titian, Caracci, Michael 
Angelo, Guido, and Correggio, which two 
I mention laſt as my particular favourites. 
I own, | can find no plealure in objects of 
horror; and in my opinion, the more na- 
turally a cracifix is repreſented, the more 
diſagreeable it is. Theſe, my beloved pain- 
ters, ſhew nature, and ſhew it in the molt 
charming light. I was particularly plea- 
fed with a Lucretia in the houſe of Balbi; 
the expreflive beauty cf that face and boſom 
gives all the paſſion of pity and admiration, 
that could be railed in the ſoul, by the fineſt 
poem on that ſubjet. A Cleopatra of 
the ſame hand, deſerves to be mentioned; 
and I thould ſay more of her, if Lucretia 
had not firit engaged my eyes. —— Here 
ure alſo ſome ineilimable ancient buſtos 
Vor. III. O 
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The church of St. Lawrence is built of 
black and white marble, wheres kept that 
tamous plate of a fingle emerald, which is. 
not now permitted to be handled, ſince a 
plot, which they ſay, was diſcovered, to 
throw it on the pavement and break it; a 
childiſh piece of malice, which they aſcribe 
to the king of Sicily, to be revenged for 
their refuſing to ſell it to him. The church: 


of the Annuneiation is finely lined with 


marble; the pillars are of red and white 
marble; that of St. Ambroſe has been 
very much adorned by the Jeſuits; but 
1 conteſs all the churches appeared ſo 
mean to me, after that ef Sancta Sophia, 
1 can hardly do them the honour of writ- 
ing down their names. But I hope you 
will own, I have made good uſe of my 
Lime, in ſeeing ſo much, ſince tis not many 
days that we have been out of the quaran- 
tine, from which no body ts exempted com- 
ing from the Levant. Ours, indeed, was 
very much ſhortened, and very agreeably 
paſs'd in Mrs D'Avenant's company, in the 
village of St Pierre d' Arena, about a mile 
from Genoa, in a houſe built by Palladio, 
ſo well defigned, and ſo nobly proportion- 
ed, as a pleaſure to walk in it. We were 
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viſited here only by a few Engliſh, in the 
company of a noble Genoeſe, commiſſioned 
to fee we did not touch one another. [ 
ſhall ſtay here ſome days longer, and 
could almoſt with it were for my life ; bur 


mine, I fear, is not deftined to ſo much 
tranquillity. : 


1 am, Cc. &c. 


LETTER XILvI. 


To the Countels of 


| Twrin, Sept. 12. O. S. 1718. 


3 T7 CAME in two days from Genoa, ö 
through fine roads to this place. I 


1 have already ſeen what is ſhewed to ſtran- ä 

18 gers in the town, which indeed is not worth | |; 
y a very particular deſcription; and I have 9 
1e not reſpect enough for the holy handker- i | 
le chief, to ſpeak Tong of it. The churches 1 
O, are handſome, and fo is the king's palace; 

id but I have lately feen ſuch perfection of ar- 
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chitecture, I did not give much of my at- 
tention to theſe pieces. The town-itſelf is 
fairly built, ſituated in a fine plain on the 
banks of the Po. At alittle diſtance from 
it, we ſaw the palaces of La Venerie, and 
La Valentin, both very agreeable retreats. 
We were lodged in the Piazza Royale, 
which is one of the nobleſt ſquares I ever 
Taw, with a fine portico of white ſtone 
quite round it. We were immediately vi- 
fited by the Chevalier ——, whom you 
knew in England, who' with great civility 
begged to introduce us at court, which is 
now kept at Rivoli, about a league from 
Turin. I went thither yeſterday, and had 
the honour of waiting on the Queen, being 
preſented to her by her firſt Jady of ho- 
nour. 1 found her Majeſty in a magnifi- 
cent apartment, with a train of handiome 
Jadies all dreſſed in gowns, amongſt which 
it was eaſy to diſtinguiſh the fair Princeſs 
of Carignan. The Queen entertained me 
with a world of ſweetneſs and affability, 
and ſeemed miſtreſs of a great ſhare'ot good 
ſenſe. She did not forget to put me in 
mind of her Engliſh blood; and added, 
that the always felt in herſelf a particular 
inclination to love the'Engliſh. 1 returned 
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her civility, by giving her the title of Ma- 
jeſty as often as I could, which perhaps 
the will not have the comfort of hearing 
many months longer. —The King has a 
great deal of vivacity in his eyes; and the 
young prince of Piedmont is a very hand- 
tome young man; but the great devotion 
which this court 1s at preſent fallen into, 
does not permit any. of thoſe entertain- 
ments proper for his age. Procethons and 
mailes are all the magnificence in faſhion 
here; and gallantry 1 is lo criminal, that 
the poor Count of — , who was our ac- 
quaintance at London, is very ſeriouſly 
diſgraced, for ſome ſmall overtures he pre- 


ſumed to make to a maid of honour. I 


intend to ſet out to-morrow, and to pals 
thoſe dreadſul Alps ſo much talked ot.— 
If I come to the bottom you ſhall hear of 
me. | 


IJ am, Ge. ©c. 
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L ET TER XLII. 
To Mrs T—. 


Heu, Sept. 25. O. S. 1718. 


JY RECEIVED, at my arrival here, 

both your obliging letters, and alſo 
letters from many of my other friends, de- 
ſigned to Conftantinople, and ſent me from 
Marſeilles hither 3 our merchant there, 
knowing we were upon our return. I am 
ſurpriſed” ro hear my ſiſter —— has left 
England. I ſuppoſe what I wrote to her 
from Turin will be loſt, and where to di- 
rect I know not, having no account of her 
affairs from her own hand. For my own 
part, I am confitied to my chamber, having 
kept my bed till yeſterday, ever fince the 
15th, that I came to this town, where J 
have had ſo terrible a fever, I believed for 
ſome time; that all my journies were ended 
here; aud I do not at all wonder that ſuch 
fatigues as I have paſſed, ſhonld have ſuch 
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an effect. The firſt day's journey from 
Turin to Novaleſſe, is through a very fine 
country, beautifully planted, and enriched 
by art and nature. The next day we be- 
gan to aſcend Mount Cenis, being carried 
in little ſeats of twiſted oſiers, fixed upon 
poles upon men's ſhoulders; our chaiſes 
taken to pieces and laid upon mules. 

The prodigious proſpe&t of mountains 
covered with eternal ſnow; of clouds hang- 
ing far below our feet, and of valt caſcades 
tumbling down the rocks with a confuſed 
roaring, would have been entertaining to 
me, if | had ſuffered leſs from the extreme 
cold that reigns here. But the miſty rains 
which fall perpetually, penetrated even 
the thick ſur I was. wrapped in; and I was 
half dead with cold before we got to the 
ſoot of the mountain, which was not till 
two hours after dark, This hill has a 
ſpacious plain on the top of it, and a ne 
lake chere; but the deſcent is ſo ſteep and 
ſlippery, tis ſurpriſing to ſee theſe chair: 
men go ſo ſteadily as they do. Yet [ waz 
not half ſo much afraid of breaking my 
neck, as I was of falling fick; and the 


event has tſhewed that 1 placed my fear 


1 ight. þ 
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The other mountains are now all pf: 
fable for a chaile, and very fruitful in vines 
and paſtures; amongſt them is a breed of 
the fineſt goats in the world. Acquebel- 
Jet is the laſt, and ſoon after we entered 
Pont Beauvoiſin, the frontier town of 
France, whoſe bridge parts this kingdom 
and the dominions of Savoy. The ſame 
night we arrived late at this town, where 
1 have had nothing to do, but to take care 
of my health. I think myſelf already out 
of any danger, and am determined that the 
ſore throat, which ſtill remains, ſhall not 
confine me long I am impatient to ſee 
the curiofities of this famous city, and 
more impatient to eontinue my journey to 
Paris, from whence | hope to write vou a 
more diverting letter than *tis poſſible for 
me to do now, with a mind weakened by 
ſickneſs, a head muddled with ſpleen, from 
a ſorry inn, and a chamber crammed with 
mortifying objects of apothecaries vials and 


bottles. 
I am; Cc. &c. 
, | 
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LETTER XLVIII. 
To Mr Pope. 


Lyons, Sept. 28. O. S. 1718. 


RECEIVED yours here, and ſhould 

thank you for the pleaſure you ſeem to 
enjoy from my return; but I can hardly 
forbear being angry at you, for rejoicin 
at what diſplea ſes me ſo much. You will 
think this but an odd compliment on my 
ſide. I'll aſſure you, 'tis not from inſenſi- 
bility of the joy of ſeeing my friends ; but 
when I conſider that I muſt, at the ſame 
time, ſee and hear a thouſand diſagreeable 
impertinencies; that I muſt receive and pay 
viſits, make curteſies, and aſſiſt at tea-tables, 
where I ſhall be half killed with queſtions : 
and, on the other part, that I am a creature 
that cannot ſerve any body but with inſig- 
nificant good wiſhes; and that my preſence 
is not a neceflary good to any one member 
of my native country, I think I might 
much better have ſtaid where eaſe aud 
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quiet made up the happineſs of my indolent 
life.—TI {hould certainly be melancholy, if 
t purſued this theme one line farther. I 
will rather fill the remainder of this paper 
wrth the inſcriptions on the tables of braſs, 
that are placed on each fide of the town- 
houle. 


I. TABLE. 
Maererum. noftr : : i:: : £5 Equi- 
fr. primam. omnun. illam. 3 
aminum. guam. maxime. primam. occurſu- 
ram. mibi. provigeo, deprecor. ne. quaſi. 
novam. iſlam. rem. introduci. exborreſcatis. 
fed. illa. potiut, cogitetis. quam. multa, in. 
bac. civitate. navata, dint, et. guidem. /tatint. 


ab. origine. urbis, HE. in, quod. formas. 
Matuſque. res, p. naſira. diducla, fit. 


Duondam. reger. banc. tenue re. urbem. ne. 
tamen. domeſticis. ſuoceſſoribus. eam. tradere. 
conligit. ſupervenere. alient. et. guidam. ex- 
terni. ut. Numa Romulo. fucceſſerit. ex. Sa- 
binis. veniens. vicinus. quidem. fed. tunc. 
externus. ut. Anco. Marcio. Priſtus. Tar- 
quinius. fpropter. femeratum. ſanguinem. 
quod, patre. de. marato. Corinthio. natus. 
erat. et. Targainienſi. matre. genereſa. ſed. 


4 


EST TURKS 115 


Inopi. ut. que. tali. marito; urceſſr. habuerit, 
ſuccumbere cum domi repelleretur. u. geren- 
dis. honeribeg poſtquams Romam. migravit. 
regnum. adeptus. eſt. huic. quogre: et. lis. 
nepot ive. ej us. nam. et. hoc. inter. auttores. 
difcrepat: incertuv. Servins. 'Tullins: fi. no- 
rot. ſeguimur. captiva natus. Ocrefpa. fi. J 
cor. cli. guondam. vivennæ. ſodalis. fidelif- 
ſimus. omniſque ejus. caſus. comes. paſtguam. 
varia. fortuna. exactus. cum. omnibus. reli- 
quir. Cæliani. exercitus. Etraria. exceſſit. 
anontem. Cælium. occupavit. et. a. duce. ſuv. 
Clio. ita. appellitatus. mutatogae. nomine. 
nam. Tuſce. Maftarna. ei. nomen. erat. ita. 
appellatus eft. ut. dixi.et. regnum. ſumma. 
cum. reip. utilitate. obtinuit. deinde. poſt- 
quam. Tarquint. Superbi. notes. inviſi. civi- 
tati. noſtre. eſe. txperunt. quo. ipſius. gud. 
filtorum. ej us. nempe. pertaſum. eſt. mentes. 
regni et. ad. conſulos. anmuos. magiſtratus. 
4 ene * tranſlata. eft. 


Quid. nunc. commemorem. dictaturæ. hoc. 
#þſo. conſulari. imperium. valentius. reper- 
tum. apud. maſeres. froftros. quo. in. aſpe- 
rioribus: bellis. aut. in. civili. motu. diet. 
liore. uterentur. aut. in. auxilium. plebis, 
creates. tribunos. I quid. a, confulibus. 
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ad. decemvirot. tranſlatum, imperium. ſolu- 
togue. poſtea. decemvirali. regno. ad. con- 
Sules. rurſus. reditum. quid. im :::: b. ris. 
diftributum. conſulare. imperium. tribunof- 
que. militum. conſulari. tmperio. appellatos. 
gui. ſeni. et. octanii'crearentur quid. com- 
municatos. paſtremo. cum. plebe. honores. 
non. imperi. ſalum. ſed. ſacor dotorum. guo- 
gue. jumſi. narrem. bella. a. quibus. cxpe - 
rint. majoret. naſtri. et. quo. proceſſeri mus. 
vereor. ne. nimio. inſolentior. ee. videar. et. 
gue/tſe. j actutionem. gloriæ. prolati. imperi. 
ultra. oceanum. ſed. illo. C. Porius. revertar. 
ciuitatem. va 


n. TABLE. 


$24.1:53.12:0 42357 [ans 2.141 2:08-3:23 5 
$38 3:4222 2.32 nova : 2: divus; aug: 10 : 


lus, et. patruus. Ti. Cæſar. omnem. florem. 


wbique. coloniarum. ac. municipiorum. bono- 
rum. ſcilicet. virorum, et. locupletium. in. 
hac. curia. eſſe. voluit. quid. ergo. non. Ita- 
licus. ſenator, prouinciali. potior. ft. jam. 
vobis. cum. hanc. partem. cenſure. nee. ap- 


probare, cœpero. quid. de. ea. re. fentiam. 


rebus, oftendam. ſed. ne. provinciales. qui- 
dem. fi. modo. ornare. curiam. poterint. reji- 
ciendos. puto. | | 


r mm PO EET... WS Tr 


LETTERS. 117 


Ornat iſima. ecce. colonia. valentiſimague. 
Niennenſium. quam. longo. jam. tempore. 
ſenatoret. huic. curie. confert. ex. qua. C0» 
lonia. inter. paucos. equeſtris. ordinis. or na- 
mentum. L. reſtinum. familiariſſime. diligo. 
eo. hadieque. in. rebus.' meis. detineo. cuj us. 
liberi. fruantur. queſo. primo. ſacerdotiorum. 
gradu. poſt. modo. cum. annis." promoturi. 
dignitatis. ſue. incrementa. ut. dirum. no- 
men. latronis. taceam. at. odi. illud. palle- 
fricum. prodignum. quod. ante. in domum. 
conſulatum. intu'it. quam: colonia. ſua. ſoli- 
dum. civitatis. Romange. beneficium. conſecu- 
ta. eſt. idem. de. fratre. ej us. poſſum  dicere. 
miſerabili. quidem. indigniſſimoque. hoc. caſu. 
ut, vobis. utilis. ſenator. efſe. non. poſſit. 

Tempus. eſt. jam. Ti. Cæſar. Germanice, 
detegere. te. patribus. conſeriptis. quo. tendat. 
oratio. tua. jam. enim. ad. extremos. fines. 
Calliæ. Narbonenſis. veniſti. 

Tot. ecce. in/ignes. juvenes. quol. intueor. 
non. magis, ſunt, pænitendi. ſonatorib. qua n. 
penitet. Perficum. nobiliſſimum. virum. ami» 
cum. meum. inter. imagines. majorum. ſuo- 
rum. Allorogici. nomen. legere. quod. fi. hic. 
ita. efſe. conſenti. is. quod. ultra. deſideratis. 
guam. ut. vsbis. digito. demonſirem. folum. 
ipſum, ultra. fines, provinciæ. Narbonenſis. 
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Jam. wobis. ſenatoret. mittere, quando. ex, 
Ludęuno. habere. nos, naſtri. ordinis. viros, 
non. penitet. t*mide. quidem. p. c: egreſſuc. 
adſuetos. ſamiliareſgue. vobis, provinciarum. 
terminos. ſum. ſed. diſtrifie. jam. comatæ. 
Galliz. cauſa. agenda. et in. qua.” fi: qui. 
hor. iutuetur. quod. bello. per. decem. annot. 
exercuerunt. divem. Fulium. idem. opponat. 
centem. annerum. immobilem fidem. obſegui- 
umngue multis. tripidis. rebus. noftris. pluſ- 
guam. expertum. illi. patri. mee. Drufo, 
Cermaniam. ſubigenti. tutam. guiete. ſun. 
ſecuramque. a. ter go. pacem. preſtiterunt. et. 
quidem. cum. du. cenſus. novo. tum. oper. 
et. in duet. Galliis. ad. bellum. avotatus. 
eſſet. guod. opus. quam. arduun. fit. nobis. 
nunc. cum. Maxime. quamvuir. nihil. ultra, 
quam. ut publice. note, fint. facuitates. no- 
fire exquiratur. Himis. mag uo. rr 
Cognaſer mus. 


I was alfo ſhewed, without the gate of 
St juſtinus, ſome remains of a Roman 
iq ueduct; and behind the monaltery of 
St Mary, there are the ruins of the impe- 
rial palace, where the Emperor Claudius 
was born, and where Severvs Jived. The 
great cathedral of St John is a good Go- 
thic building, and its clock much admired 
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by the Germans. In one of the moſt con- 
ſpicuous parts of the town is the late king's 
ſtatue ſet up, trampling upon mankind. 
I cannot forbear ſaying one word here, of 
the French ſtatues (for I never intend to 
mention any more of them) with their 
gilded full-· bottomed wigs: If their king 
had intended to expreis, in one image, 
ignorance, ill taſte, and vanity, his ſculp- 
tors could have made no other figure, ſo 
proper tor that purpoſe, as this ſtatue, 
which repreſents the odd mixture of an old 
beau, who had a mind to be a hero, with 
a buthel of curled hair on his head, and a 
gilt truncheon in his hand.---The French 
have been ſo voluminous in the hiitory of 
this town, I need ſay nothing of it. The 
houſes are tolerably well built, and the 
Beile Cour well plauted, from whence 1s 
{cen the celebrated joiuing of the. Soane 
and Rhone, 


*© Ubi Rhodanus ingens amne prerapido fluit 
** Ararque dubitans quo ſuos fluctus agat.“ 


1 have had time to ſee every thing with 
great leiſure, having been confined teveral 
days to this town by a ſwelling in my 
throat, the remains ot a fever, cccaſiened 
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by a cold I got in the damps of the Alps. 
The doctors here threaten me with all ſorts 
of diſtempers if I dare to leave them; but 
I, that know the obſtinacy of it, think it 
juſt as poſſible to continue my way to Paris 
with it, as to go about the ſtreets of Lyons; 
and am determined to purſue my journey 
to-morrow, in ſpite of doctors, apotheca- 
ries, and ſore throats. 

When you ſee Lady R „tell her I 
have received her letter, and will anſwer 
it from Paris, believing that the place that 


- the would moſt willingly hear of. 


I am, &c. &c- 


Exp of Votune THinn, 


. Boch, 


© £744 


